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Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 23 Aug 79 p 6 


[Article by Humphrey Hudson in Hongkong} 
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ADB REPORT PRESENTS DISMAL PICTURE OF ECONOMIC AID IMPACT 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 18 Aug 79 p 6 


[Article by Colin Bickler in Manila] 
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NEW PREMISES NEEDED FOR JAPAN, ASEAN COOPERATION 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 18 Aug 79 p 12 
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MANILA, Aug. 17 
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THALLAND-MALAYSIA TALKS ON JOINT SEARCH FOR OIL 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 29 Aug 79 p 15 
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RATE OF OIL CONSUMPTION SOARS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 23 Aug 79 pp 1, 18 


[Article by A. Kadir Jasin] 
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INTER-ASIAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


JAPAN IMPORTS BURMESE OIL--Tokyo Sept 27 KYODO--Mitsubishi Oil Co. has 
contracted to import 1 million barrels of Burmese cruce oil per year, or 
2,700 barrels a day, company officials said Thursday. This is the first 
direct-deal crude oil import contract between Japan and Burma, The first 
shipload of 94,000 barrels of crude abec«rd the 15,000-ton tanker Five 
Valleys will arrive at Kawasaki Friday afteraoon, the officials said. The 
cruce pumped up at the Mann onshore oil field is exceptionally light, high- 
grade oil with less sulfur content than Indonesia's Minas crude, they said. 
The contract came at a time when international oil companies are cutting 
crude oil supplies to Japanese oil refiners. Although the supply amounts 
to only 0.9 per cent of the company's daily needs of 320,000 barrels to 
330,000 barrels, the officials called the contract helpful. A 25,000- 
barrel-a-day refinery being built near Rangoon by Mitsubishi Heavy Indus- 
tries and technical assistance provided by Mitsubishi Oil led to the con- 
tract, they said. Burma's crude oil production is now running at a daily 
rate of 300,000 barrels, more than four times the 1975 level of 6,000 to 
7,000 barrels. [Text] [Tokyo KYODO in English no time given 27 Sep 79 OW] 


PAKISTANI COTTON TO BANGLADESH--Bangladesh is to get 25,000 bales of cotton 
from Pakistan under an agreement signed in Karachi on 4 October. The 
Bangladesh delegation has expressed its willingness to increase the import 
of cotton up to 40,000 bales. [Dacca Overseas Service in English 0445 

GMT 5 Oct 79 BK] 


THALLAND-LAOS TRADE--According to the Bank of Thailand the volume of exports 
to Laos during the first 5 months of 1979 was 400.8 million baht, up 6.7 
percent from the same period of the previous year, while imports totaled 
37.3 million baht, up 2.5 percent from the same period of the previous year. 
Volume of exports to Laos in August was 37.6 million baht, while imports 
totaled 4.6 million baht. [Bangkok Domestic Service in Thai 0000 GMT 29 

Sep 79 BK] 
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AUSTRALIA 


CLOSER ECONOMIC, POLITICAL TIES DISCUSSED WITH NEW ZEALAND 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 28 Aug 79 p 13 


{Article by William Perry in Sydney] 
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BANGLADESH 


BANGLADESH NG LONCER GUALIFIZS AS BAXKET CASE 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIM’S in English 29 Aug 79 p 6 


|Article »v Kevic Rafferty] 
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BANGLADESH 


BRIEFS 


CRUDE OIL SUPPLY--Saudi Arabia is to provide 1 million tons of crude oil 

to Bangladesh next year. This was stated by the ministe: for petroleum 

and mineral resources, Lt Col (Ret) Ashgar Hussain at a news conference in 
Dacca today. The minister said necessary steps are under way to set up a 
second refinery in the country with a capacity of 2 million tons. He said 
the present refinery at Chittagong will also be modernized. [Dacca Overseas 
Service in English 1230 GMT 4 Oct 79 BK] 


BELGIAN ECONOMIC COMMITTEE--Bangladesh and Belgium have set up joint eco- 
nomic committees composed of representatives of the private and public 
sectors. The committees have been formed under the agreement on mutual 
cooperation signed in April 1979, The first joint meeting of the joint 
economic committees will be held in Dacca in December 1979, [Dacca Overseas 
Service in English 0445 GMT 5 Oct 79 BK] 


CANADIAN WHEAT ASSISTANCE--Canada is to supply 156,000 tons of wheat worth 
about 60 million taka to Bangladesh under a food assistance program during 
the current financial year. A memorandum of understanding to this effect 
was signed between the two countries in Dacca on 9 October. The wheat is 


being supplied as grant. [Dacca Domestic Service in English 1530 GMT 9 Oct 
79 BK) 


ZIAUR'S ‘REVOLUTION’ CRITICIZED--Sirajul Huda, president of the Bangladesh 
Jatiya Dal, has said that there cannot be a revolution with the enactment 
of laws in favor of vested interests. Addressing a public meeting held at 
the premises of the Baitul Mukarram on Sunday last [30 September], he said 
that after depriving the people with talks of politics of production, 
people's democracy and Ulashi-type self-reliance, Ziaur Rahman has now 
started raising slogans in support of a revolution. He said that: Ziaur 
is talking about revolution only because he has found an indication of a 
bigger revolution in the country. Huda demanded the government account 
for grants and loans the country has so far received from abroad and the 
amount President Ziaur Rahman spent on recent elections. [Excerpt] 

[Dacca SANCBAD in Bengali 2 Oct 79 p 1 BK] 
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BURMA 


FOREIGN ASSISTANCE FOR FOREST PRODUCTS PROJECT 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 29 Aug 79 p 17 
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BRIEFS 


FISHERY RESOURCES SURVEY--Ranjsjoon Sept 24 KYODO--An ocean-going research 
ship of the Norwegian Agency for Development and Cooperation (NORAD) will 
soon begin conducting an accoustic survey of marine fishery resources in 
Burmese waters within the 200-mile economic zone along the entire coastline 
from Maungdaw in the north to Victoria Point in the south. This research 
effort is part of the FAO/UNDP project to assist Burma's pearl and fishery 
corporation to assess fishery potential in the country's economic zone. 
NWORAD's vessel, the “Doctor Fridtjof Nansen,” is already in port here and 
will leave curing the next few days for Maungdaw to begin the survey, which 
will be followed by exploratory fishing with diffei ent types of gear for a 
more detailed study of the fishing grounds. The survey is in two stages, 
the first in Septomber and November this year and the second in March and 
May 1960. The first cruise will cover areas ranging in depth from ten 
fathoms to one hundred fathoms, and the second cruise will facilitate fur- 
ther exploration of promising areas by indicative fishing with special 
trawls and mid-water trawls. [Text] [Tokyo KYODO in English no time 
given 24 Sep 79 BK] 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


OIL FROM LIBYA--Libya proposes to res:me oil supplies to India early next 
year. PTI reporting from New York says this was indicated by Libyan 
Foreign Minister ‘Ali ‘Abd al-Salam At-Turayki after talks with the External 
Affairs Minister Mishra. Mr At-Turayki said his government is prepared for 
further talks on the question of resumption of oil supplies to India. He 
iwited Mr Mishra to visit Libya. Addressing a meeting of the Indian 
chambers of commerce and the Far Es jit Council in New York, Mr Mishra said 
the climate of investment in India is stable and dependable. He said that 
differences between the United States and India on the nuclear issue have 
been blown cut of proportion. Mr Mishra expressed happiness with Indo- 
U.S. relations. [Text] [Delhi Domestic Service in English 0240 GMT 

6 Oct 79 BK) 


DELEGATION TO MOSCOW--An Indian delegation will leave for Moscow tomorrow 
to review Indo-Soviet cooperation in the field of defense production. It 
will discuss with its Soviet counterpart the ongoing programs of production 
cooperation with particular emphasis on increasing the pace of indigeniza- 
tion of productio of defense equipments of Soviet origin in India. [Text] 
[Delhi General Overseas Service in English 1000 GMT 7 Oct 79 8K) 


RELEASE OF MIZO LEADER--Laldenga, leader of the banned Mizo National Front 
[MNF], was today ordered to be released on bail by the chief metropolitan 
magistrate, New Delhi, following the failure of prosecution to file a charge 
sheet at the expiry of 90 day's remand. The chief metropolitan magistrate, 
Mr Ravi Kumar, granted the bail on the condition that he would not leave 
the country without permission and would extend all assistance to the prose- 
cuting agency. Laldenga, who was taken into custody on the 8th of July, 
from his South Delhi residence furnished a personal bond of 20,000 rupees 
and one surity in like amount. Meanwhile, the army has launched a massive 
hunt in Mizoram to track down MNF insurgents who escaped from Turial jail 
on Saturday through a secretly dug out tunnel. A spokesman of the Mizoram 
government said in Aijal that of the 20 MNF prisoners who escaped, one has 
been arrested. [Text] [Delhi Domestic Service in English 1530 GMT 9 Oct 

79 BK) 


DROUGHT IN UTTAR PRADESH--New Delhi, Oct 2 (AFP)--Crops worth over 1500 
million U.S. dollars were feared damaged in a severe drought, the worst in 
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50 years, gripping the north Indian s:rte of Uttar Pradesh, Press Trust 

of India reported today quoting Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Narayan 
Singh. The agency said food crops on over 14.5 million hectares of land 
had been badly affected. [Excerpt] [Hong Kong AFP in English 1530 GMT 

2 Oct 79 BX] 


DIESEL, KEROSENE FROM IRAQ--Ireq has agreed to supply 100,000 tonnes of 
diesel oil and kerosere to India in addition to normal supplies of petroleus 
products being made under a long term agreement with that country. The 
diesel oil and kerosene, contracted during recent visit of the petroleus 
secret *cy and chairman, Indian Oil Corporation, to Iraq would be received 
during ‘onchs of October, November and December. A formal agreement for 
supplies of these quantities has been signed with Iraqi Wational Oil Son- 
pany. [Text] [Delhi ISI Diplomatic Information Service in English 0902 


GMT 3 Oct 79 BK) 
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SOLON CHARGES CORRUPTION IN NATIONAL PLANNING BOARD 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 21 Aug 79 p 18 
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INDONESIA 


RESTRUCTURING OF EXPORTS IN THIRD 5-YEAR PLAN 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 30 Aug 79 p 6 


[Article by Zainoor Sulaiman in Jakarta] 
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mitments are estimated US8$1,.697 million in rise by 175 per 

at US$$2,551 million in 1979/80, US$1,873 million year dusting ihe 
1979/80, US$2,763 million in 1980/81, US$2,079 mil- riod. 

in 1980/81, US$3,074 mii- lion in 1981/82, US$2,292 The cost of 

lion in 1981/82, US$3,650 million in 1982/83 and foreign debt during 


million in 1983/84. U8$2,499 million in 
1963/84. 


Expenditure on ser- Usseso mnillipn "U 
viees. not includin Included inthisexpen- million, US$890 mil 
—e costs, are esth diture are payments of US$992 mill 

rise by 10.1 per interest on loans, US$1,255 million. — 
cent a year, involving which are projected to ES 





Third Plan are (in US$ million): 


9,759 6,649 7,680 
Od and gas 4,938 9,120 5,306 5,701 6,330 


. TOTAL 8,984 9832 11,065 12350 14010 


Total net export earnings estimated from the 


1979/80 1980/81 1981/82 1982/83 1983/84 | 
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Plan are (in US$ million): 
1979/80 1980/81 18981/82 1982/83 1983/84 
= 1,923 1,931 1,938 2,080 2,168 
matenals 2,698 3,114 3,572 4,041 4,703 
Capital goods 4090 4720 5480 6214 6,999 
TOTAL 8711 9765 10,990 12,335 13,870 
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ACTION AGAINST ILLEGAL BUNKERING 


TALKS ON HYDROCRACKER; 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 24 Aug 79 p 20 
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KAMPUCHEA 


FRENCH DOCTOR INTERVIEWED ON CONDITIONS IN PRK 
Paris L'HUMANITE DIMANCHE in French 29 Aug-4 Sep 79 pp 24-25 


[Interview with Dr Jean-Yves Follezou, vice president of Pierre and Marie 
Curie University, by Claude DeLevacq; date and place not given] 





[Text] Cambodia arises from hell. Dr Jean-Yves Follezou, 
vice-president of the Pierre and Marie Curie University, 
recently visited Pnom Penh. His report is haunting. Aid 
for these sorely afflicted people is urgently needed. 


[Question] So to speak was Cambodia hell from 1975 to 1978? 


[Answer] Yes. The statements made by all those we met were based on one 
and only one topic to describe the suffering endured by the Cambodian people 
during the past 4 years when the entire country was a gigantic concentration 
camp. There was not one single Cambodian whose family was not touched by 
disaster: murder, suicide or fatal disease, sometimes after long months 

of physical exhaustion, malnutrition and despair. The scars of those years 
of torment are indelibly inscribed in the spirit and flesh of the survivors. 


[Question] What were the living conditions of the population during those 
years? 


[Answer] It is now clearly established that under Pol Pot's regime all these 
conditions prevailed for the purpose of exhaustively impairing the population's 
health and to let nature take its course. We will briefly mention the most 
important conditions. In first place, physical overwork: 10 to 15 working 
hours daily, there was no time off, 5- or 6-year-old children, the elderly, 
pregnant women subjected to strenuous agricultural work, undernourishment was 
general, the daily ration of rice was never above 50 to 200 grams for an adult, 
while the normal ration is estimated to be from 400-500 grams; a “clear soup" 
was the meager complement to the rice. Sanitary conditions were rudimentary. 
Medical care was practically non-existent due to the scarcity of doctors and 
drugs. Finally what can one say about the psychological misery of these 

people reduced to barbaric slavery. 


22 





[Question] At the present time what are the hygienic conditions of the pop- 
ulation? 


[Answer] Months after liberation the Cambodian authorities have not as yet 
been able to set up a precise account of the sanitary situation of the coun- 
try. This is due to the destruction of all social structures and the consid- 
erable rarefaction of the cadres. However, contacts with the population, 
conversations with the surviving physicians and paramedic personnel, visits 
to hospitals and recently opened medical care centers, permitted us to ap- 
praise the dominant characteristics of the present pathology and estimate 
its gravity. Evidently, malnutrition dominated this pathology. It is fre- 
quently asso tated with other diseases, particularly with infectious dis- 
eases. The nonexistence of vitamins Bl and A is very frequent. Intestinal 
infections, parasitic and bacterial diarrhea are found in profusion. Thus, 
among 9,500 patients examined in April in the kilometer 7 dispensary, near 
Pnom Penh, 3,810 cases of diarrhea were counted. Malaria is widespread. 
Among bacterial infections, the prevalence of which is very high, tubercu- 
losis, anthrax and plague must be mentioned specifically. 


In the Kompong Speu hospital we counted about 30 cases of anthrax and about 10 
cases of plague out of 300 patients present. Some facets of female pathology 
merit a special comment. At the present time almost one out of two women does 
not menstruate. The percentage of spontaneous abortions is extremely high; 
one abortion against four normal deliveries in the above dispensary. Finally, 
many women are subject to uterine prolapsus as a consequence of heavy work. 


[Question] What steps are being taken at the present time by the Cambodian 
Government in order to face up to this situation? 


[Answer] The steps taken are not very effective. Resumption of rice pro- 
duction, which constitutes Khmer's basic food, is meeting with great diffi- 
culties; lack of rice seeds, shortage of milk producing livestock (partially 
depleted by anthrax) and shortage of agricultural implements (destroyed by 
the Khmer Rouge), shortage of male labor, many of whom were exterminated 
during the tragic years, destruction of vast rice fields (mined, sabotage of 
the irrigation systems). No trace was found of the enormous quantities pro- 
duced during the Pol Pot regime, which was not consumed by the population. 
Many of the accounts related to us led us to believe that these stocks were 
transported to China. At the present time rice and rice seeds are furnished 
to Cambodia by Vietnam. The success of the next harvest is the dominant 
factor in the survival of the Cambodian people. 


[Question] And in the medical field? 


[Answer] A few figures will fully illustrate the frightful fate of the san- 
itary corps: in 1975 there were about 500 physicians in Cambodia, as well 
as 300 medical students, 90 pharmacists, 2,700 nurses and medical aides; in 
May 1979 the authorities were able to count 40 physicians, 40 medical stu- 
dents, 10 pharmacists and 200 nurses and medical aides. It is probable that 
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in the weeks to come an equivalent number of personnel will be counted. 
llowever that may be, more than half of the sanitary corps has disappeared. 
During the past 4 years the unused Pnom Penh faculty of medicine and the 
almost total destruction of its equipment, make resumption of medical per- 
sonnel training extremely difficult. 


There are no beds in most of the hospitals, patients sleep on the floor on 
bare mats. The standard dosage of penicillin for an adult suffering from 
an average infection is 200,000 units per day, while 10 to 20 million units 
are needed. In the Sept Janvier hospital ( a former Chinese hospital), in 
Pnom Penh out of 10,000 patients hospitalized or examined in April, only 

30 surgical operations were performed due to the shortage of the most rudi- 
mentary equipment. 


[Question] At the present time does Cambodia receive sufficient international 
aid? 


[Answer] The needs are such that it would be impossible to say what is suf- 
ficient. Tragically, everything is needed. Without drugs and basic medical 
equipment hundreds of Cambodians are dying every day, tens of thousands are 
enduring pain and tomorrow they will be carriers of sequelae which is unjust- 
ifiable today. Massive international aid will make it possible to help and 
save the children, women and men who have already been so sorely afflicted 
during 4 years of suffering and horror. This aid must not be limited to those 
nations who, up to date have recognized the Cambodian Government. Only all 
nations can efficiently assume such an endeavor. To subject humanitarian aid 
to diplomatic recognition is to prolong the cross of the Cambodian people. 


France, by its traditional ties of friendship and particularly its cultural 
exchange with the Cambodian people, was duty bound to come to the fore- 
ground in this humanitarian project; it was not an accident that the first 
western physicians who were invited to evaluate the situation on the spot, 
were French. To remain inactive when facing such human need is to be misfor- 
tune's accomplice. 


To urgently supply material aid to the Cambodian people we have decided, in 
conjunction with doctors Belghiti and Planells, who accompanied me on this 
journey, to establish a French committee for medical and sanitary aid to the 
Cambodian population. We are launching this pressing appeal to all great- 
hearted women and men to join us in this effort. 


Address your gifts to: (Aid can be sent to any organization listed below) 


Committee for Medical and Sanitary Aid to the Cambodian Population, C.C.P. 
Miss Bickart 3942.01 K Paris; 


Catholic Committee Against Hunger and for Development, C.C.P., 18.249.74 Y 
Paris; 
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C.I.M.A.D.E., C.C.P.: 4088.87 Paris; 
Doctors Without Frontiers, C.C.P. : 33769.71 La Source; 


Mutual Aid Movement for the Third World and Cooperation, C.C.P. 
La Source: 


French People's Assistance, C.C.P. : 654.37 H Paris; and 
National Committee for Peace Movement, C.C.P. : 7019.84 G Paris. 


Please mention "Cambodian Solidarity". 


7993 
CSO: 4200 
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RESOLUTION TO SET UP PHNOM PENH FRONT COMMITTEE REVEALED 
SPK [Clandestine] in French 1438 GMT 27 Sep 79 BK 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 27 Sep (SPK)--The congress for the formation of the 
Knufns Committee of Phnom Penh has adopted a resolution on the tasks of 
the Phnom Penh population for the cause of national defene= and construc- 
tion. The resolution underlines the following points: 


--Hold high the banner of independence and sovereignty, rely on our own 
forces, overcome all difficulties to promote the movement of production; 


--Promote the spirit of sacrifice, work in the interests of the collec- 
tive and the cause of the nation and people; 


--Scrupulously follow the lines and directives of the Knufns Central 
Committee; 


--Double revolutionary vigilance in the face of the enemy's sabotage and 
dividing activities, contribute to sweeping away the remnants of the Pol 
Pot-ieng Sary troops; 


--Defend the militant solidarity between Kampuchea and Viecnam. 


The congress to set up the Knufns Committee of Phnom Penh calls on the 
population of Phnom Penh to display their patriotism and their loyalty 
vis-a-vis the Knufns by participating, with a creative and thifty spirit, 
and pushing ahead production with the view to, step by step, restoring 
the national economy and culture. 


Dealing with the enemy maneuvers against the bloc of national union, the 
resolution points out: 


The er.cire population must double revolutionary vigilance in the face of 

the dark designs by imperialism and the Beijing reactionary forces regard- 
ing Kampuchea. We shall never forget the misfortune, suffering and destruc- 
tion caused by imperialism and its lackeys in Kampuchea. We express our 
implacable hatred for the Pol Pot-ieng Sary clique responsible for the 
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massacre of 3 million of our compatriots. We have no illusion about those 
calling themselves “patriots” but serving the designs of imperialism and 
Beijing reaction. The so-called “fronts” or any mass organizations propped 
up by the above-mentioned are nothing but a bluff which can never make 

us forget the painful past. The congress for the formation of the Knufns 
Committee of Phnom Penh declares itself loyal to the Knufns line and 

does not accept into its ranks the genocidal crininals, lackeys of 
imperialism and the %eijing expansionists. 


The resolution of the congress stresses the militant solidarity and friend- 
ship between Kampuchea, Vietnam and Laos and asserts that no reactionary 
force, no Machiavellian maneuver, can shatter this solidarity bloc. The 
resolution hails the selfless aid accorded by the army and people of 
Vietnam for the national defense and liberation cause of the Kampuchean 
people. 


Concerning the tasks of economic development, the resolution says: At 
the present time we are occupying ourselves with the development of pro- 
duction in answer to the needs of the population. We must assert our 
spirit of independence and sovereignty and must rely on our own forces, 
making full use of the aid provided us by the socialist countries. 


The Knufns Committee of Phnom Penh has decided to send a delegation to the 
second national congress of the Knufns which will take place by the end 
of this month. The delegation will comprise 21 members --11 from those 
elected to the Phnom Penh Committee of the Front, 9 representatives of 

the workers, and 1 representing the peasants. 


CSO: 4200 
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BRIEFS 





SHIPS VISIT SAIGON-Hanoi, 12 Sep--A fleet of three Kampuchean freighters 
entered Saigon Harbor on September 11 to receive relief from Vietnam. 
Addressing a meeting in honor of the Kampuchea river transport delegation 
aboard the freighters, in Visaun, head of the delegation, expressed 
sincere thanks to the Vietnamese people for their devoted assistance to 
the struggle against the Pol Pot-ieng Sary clique and to the rebuilding 
of Kampuchea. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 1533 GMT 12 Sep 79 OW] 


AID TO STUNG TRENG--Hanoi, 12 Sep--The population of the central Vietnamese 
province of Phu Khanh has donated Kampuchea's province of Stung Treng 

32 tons of rice and maize strains, 3,000 plowsharer, 20 tons of rice, 

and other necessities. Schoolchildren have giver their Kampuchean friends 
thousands of copybooks, and technical and material assistance is being 
provided by the medical service to help Stung Treng build a 50-bed 
hospital. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 0712 GMT 12 Sep 79 OW) 


TRANSPORT DELEGATION-<Hanoi, September 19--A delegation from Kampuchea 
headed by Vung Xo, director of the Land Transport Company, visited Ho Chi 
Minh City from September 13 to 17. Addressing a meeting in honour of the 
delegation, Vung Xo thanked Vietnam for its assistance in the restoration 
of the postal and communication service in Kampuchea. During its stay in 
the city, the Kampuchean delegation also visited the general post office 
andthe Saigon Harbour. [Text] [Hanoi VNA in English 0230 GMT 19 Sep 79 
Ow] 


INTERNATIONAL AID--Hanoi, August 26--Twelve French and international 
organisations have collected nearly 35 tons of goods in support of the 
Kampuchean people, according to VNA's correspondent in Paris. The col- 
lection was made in response to the recent appeal of the French Committee 
for Medical and Sanitary Aid to the Kampuchean Population. The goods 
include 17 tons of milk powder, 13 tons of medicines, 2 tons of reanima-~ 
tion equipment, 1.5 tons of wheat flour, and more than one ton of blankets. 
A group of representatives of the twelve organisations will accompany the 
aid consignment to Kampuchea and study the health of the Kampuchean people 
in order to call for further international support to Kampuchea. [Text] 
{Hanoi VNA in English 1602 GMT 26 Aug 79 OW] 
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HEALTH MINISTER IN MONDOLKIRI-STUNG TRENG--On 25 and 26 July Doctor Nu Beng, 
minister of health and social affairs visited Mondolkiri and Stung Treng 
towns. Along with the minister were Dr Chey Kanh Nha, deputy sinister of 
health and sccial affairs; Dr Yut Tim Teng, director of preventive and 
curative division; Dr (Ang Sarun), chief of obstetrics and pediatrics 
section; Dr (Phan Dinh Duc), Vietnamese administrative expert in health 
service; Dr (Nguyen Phan Trach), Vietnamese expert in research on genera! 
epidemics. The minister and delegation visited patients in the previncial 
hospitals who mostly suffered from diarrhea, met with provincial authori- 
tics and attended meetings. During the meetings, Minister Nu Beng urged 
medical personnel] to take good care of patients, exposed crimes of Pol 
Pot-ieng Sary clique committed against the Kampuchean people, discussed 
situation in the country and domestic and foreign policy of the Knufns 

and KPRC and called for strengthening of friendship and solidarity with 
Vietnamese and Lao peoples. (Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 
1200 GMT 4 Aug 79 BK] 


VIETNAMESE BUDDHIST VISIT--The Vietnamese Buddhist delegation left Phnom 
Penh for home on 21 September. It was seen off by Mr Yos Por, acting 
minister of information, press and culture; Venerable Long Sim; and 
other personages. During its stay in Kampuchea, the delegation was re- 
ceived by leaders of the Knufns. It attended ceremonies for the reor- 
dination of Buddhist monks defrocked by the Pol Pot-ieng Sary clique and 
had meetings with Buddhist believers on the occasion of the Prachhumben 
festival. [Text] [SPK (Clandestine) in French 1433 GMT 22 Sep 79 BK] 


MILITARY CADRE TRAINING--A ceremony was recently held by the Ist Brigade 
of the Kampuchean Revolutionary Armed Forces in Phnom Penh to mark the 

end of a training class for officers of the brigade which scored victories 
in the struggle against the Pol Pot-ieng Sary clique. Attending the 
ceremony were the representative of the general staff of the Kampuchean 
army, the commander of the lst brigade and other high-ranking officers. 
[SPK (Clandestine) in French 0406 GMT 24 Sep 79 BK] 


MILITARY FINANCIAL CLASS--The general logistics department of the Kampu- 
chean Revolutionary Armed Forces recently held a ceremony to mark the 
opening of the first military financial class by the Ministry of National 
Defense. Attending the ceremony were Mr Soy Keq, chief of the general 
staff; Mr Di Phin, director of the general logistics department; and high- 
ranking military cadres. Addressing the ceremony, Mr Chan Si, director 
of the general political department, talked about the importance of 
financial work in the army and urged the students, 25 percent of them 
women, to enhance their revolutionary morale and the spirit of national 
and international unity, especially the spirit of solidarity among the 
Kampuchean, Vietnamese and Lao people, in order to best serve the people. 
[SPK (Clandestine) in French 0404 GMT 1 Oct 79 BK] 


EDUCATIONAL SECTOR'S SUCCESS--The Ministry of National Education on 

21 September organized a press conference on the successes obtained in 
the educational sector since liberation. The representative of the 
ministry pointed out that the genoicidal Pol Pot-ieng Sary regime, 
lackey of the Beijing reactionaries had destroyed the educational system 


29 








and massacred intellectuals, professors, teachers and students. Many 
schools were transformed into concentration camps and prisons. Twelve 
thousand teachers, survivors of the massacre by the Pol Pot-ieng Sary 
clique, have been invited to resume their professional activities, some 
380,000 copies of textbooks for high school students have been printed 

and will be distributed to students. [SPK (Clandestine) in French 1437 GMT 
22 Sep 79 BK] 


CUSTOMS OFFICER TRAINING--The first customs officer training class was 
opened on 24 September with 48 students, 10 of them women. Mr Tang 
Saroem, representing the Ministry of Economy and People's Welfare, pre- 
sided over the opening ceremony. He urged the students to study and work 
hard, to be aware of the enemy's schemes and to work constantly for 
international solidarity. [SPK (Clandestine) in French 1443 GMT 

25 Sep 79 BK] 


KOMPONG THOM ACHIEVEMEs.TS--From 25 May to 30 June, 114 workers and techni- 
cians of the Kompong Thom Provincial Communications Service repaired two 
trucks, two vessels and a lathe for shaping wood, and produced a sawing 
machine. The workers of the communications service in this province have 
also repaired a sawmill, installed a tank capable of storing 10,000 liters 
of gasoline and transported 43 cubic meters of wood from the sawmill to 
various departments, offices and people in the province. They have also 
repaired many vehicles belonging to the province and the Vietnamese army, 
as well as fishing tools, rice threshers and various other tools. 

[Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 1200 GMT 6 Aug 79 BK] 


KOMPONG THOM EDUCATION--People's Revolutionary Committee in Kompong Thom 
Province has strived to provide education service for children in the prov- 
ince. So far, the national reorientation and education department in the 
province has opened (7165) schools. There are (?one) school in Kompong 

Thom town, 52 schools in Kompong Svay District, 28 schools in Sandan Dis- 
trict, 157 schools in Santuk District, 28 schools in Stoung District and 

22 schools in Baray District. The people are very happy to see their 
children return to school. They have more confidence in the KPRC and pledge 
to support the national reorientation and education department in this 
field. [Phnom Penh Domestic Service in Cambodian 1200 GMT 7 Aug 79 BK] 


KAMPUCHEAN RED CROSS--Comrade Nu Beng, minister of health and social 
affairs and chairman of the Kampuchean Red Cross Society, has sent a 
message of thanks to Comrade Nguyen Van Thu, chairman of Vietnam Red 
Cross Society, for his congratulatory message on resumption of Kampuchean 
Red Cross service, aid of 15 tons of medicines, 3 tons and 480 tins of 
powder milk, 40,328 meters of cloth, 700 meters of plastic sb<cis and 
various other items, and for inviting a Kampuchean Red Cross delegation 
to visit Ho Chi Minh City at the end of July. [Phnom Penh Domestic 
Service in Cambodian 0400 GMT 8 Aug 79 BK] 
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KAMPOT REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE--On 10 September 1979, the People’s Revo- 
lutionary Committee of Kampot Province held a congress to assess the pro- 
vincial situation in different fields. Attending the congress were the 
provincial people's revolutimary committee, cadres and personnel from al! 
the offices in the province and all districts, and Vietnamese experts. 
After everyone had taken his seat, the committee's chairman presented 
documents regarding the situation both at home and abroad. The topics 
raised included the duties and organizations of the front, the police 
force, the customs and excise service, economics, the selection and train- 
ing of cadres and combatants, the heightening of revolutionary vigilance 
and the foiling of all types of enemy maneuvers in the province. After- 
wards, representatives of different offices in the province and the dis- 
tricts expressed their impressions and reported on the situation of the 
population in the province, its census, the livelihood of the people in 
terms of clothing and food, their productive activities and their contri- 
bution to the production of the entire province. After 6 days of meetings 
the congress concluded on 16 September 1979 in at atmosphere of unity 

and close fraternal solidarity. [Text] [Phnom Penh Domestic Service in 
Cambodian 1200 GMT 26 Sep 79 BK] 
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LAOS 


VIENTIANE PROVINCIAL AUTHORITIES ORDER REGISTRATION OF FOREIGNERS 
Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 11 Sep 79 pp 1, 4 


[Text] In order to carry out Order No 82 dated 20 August 1979 of the Coun- 
cil of Ministers of the Lao People's Democratic Republic concerning the 
registration of foreigners living in Laos and in carrying out Regulation 
No. 111 dated 21 August 1979 of the Ministry of the Interior, War Veterans 
and Social Affairs concerning the registration of foreigners living in 
Laos, the Revolutionary Administrative Committee of Vientiane City and 
Province wishes to announce the following: 


1. All foreigners and aliens either permanently or temporarily resident 
in [Meuang]) Chantabouli, Sikhottabong, Saisettha and Sisattanak districts 
in Vientiane municipality must register at the location specified in the 
district where they reside. 


2. Within 10 days from the date of this announcement, foreigners of more 
than 15 years of age must register by reporting their passports or iden- 
tity cards along with two 4 X 6 photographs (when photographs are taken, 
both ears must be showing with no hat or glasses). Those with no passports 
or identity cards mentioned above must likewise register. In the event 
that someone is away or is unable to register within the specified time, a 
member of the family or a relative, or acquaintance must report to the 
location of registration and inform them. When conditions permit, the con- 
cerned individual must register. Parents or guardians of children are 
obligated to carry persons in their families under 15 years of age on their 
own registration certificate. 


3. All foreigners in the following categories need not register as stated 
in this announcement: 


a. Embassy and consular personnel accredited to Laos or their wives and 
children. 


b. Chiefs, deputy chiefs and officials of international organizations in 
Laos. 








c. All persons working in other foreign missions in Laos which the Lao 
government considers to be individuals having diplomatic status. 


d. Representatives of party delegations, state councils, governments and 
mass organizations invited to Laos for visits, negotiations, treaty sign- 
ings and tourists. 


e. Foreign experts who have come to assist Laos and their wives and chil- 
dren. 


4. Any foreigner or alien in violation of the content of this announcement 
shall be considered in violation of the laws of the Lao state. 


CSO: 4206 
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LAOS 


RADIO COMMENTARY HAILS SUCCESS OF REGIONAL FORCES CONGRESS 
Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 0400 GMT 2 Oct 79 BK 


[Unattributed editorial: "Translate into Practice the Success of the 
National Congress of Regional Forces") 


[Text] Based on the resolution adopted by the political bureau of the 
LPRP Central Committee, the First National Congress of Regional Forces 
was held in Vientiane capital on 23 September and ended with brilliant 
success on 29 September 1979. 


The conference studied the speech of Nouhak Phoumsavan, who represented 

the Party Central Committee's political bureau, and a report on the work 

of regional forces over the past 3 years which was prepared by the Central 
Party Military Commission and presented by Khamtai Siphandon, member of 

the Party Central Committee's political bureau and secretary of the Central 
Party Military Commission. The congress heard reports presented by various 
model units of the regional forces who were outstanding in carrying out 
their duties in the past. 


With a high sense of responsibility, representatives of various regions, 
provinces, ministries, departments and branches attending this congress 
studied and reviewed the leadership of the Party Central Committee and the 
administration at all levels concerning regional forces work, and studied 
and analyzed the direction and duties of the future regional forces work 
adopted by the party. After conducting the study, the congress came to 
more profoundly understand the strategic role of regional forces work in 
the common cause of the entire party, army and people in the national con- 
struction and national defense. 


The congress also clearly pinpointed the special points of the new situa- 
tion and the direction of work, as well as the method to carry out 
regional forces work in the future. They clearly grasped the important 
strategic role of regional forces work in the immediate future and for 
many years to come. They unanimously agreed on the work and the metho: 
to carry out regional forces work in the future as follows: 
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Closely coordinate national defense with national construction, the 
building of the local economy with the carrying out of regional forces 
work, the building and restoring of the collective economy and the work 
of building militia-guerrilla units with the work of maintaining public 
order at the local level, and political and ideological work with organi- 
zation work to implement policies aimed at making the regional forces a 
fundamental force faithful to the country and the revolution as well as 
the primary prop of the people's war. 


The congress agreed that we must be more confident and determined in 
strengthening and enhancing regional forces work so as to fulfill the 
two strategic duties, that is, to effectively defend and build the country. 


After reviewing and analyzing the actual situation in each locality and 
unit, the congress noted that in the past, if any locality, branch or 

unit was able to effectively coordinate regional forces work with economic 
construction, coordinate mass mobilization with the building of agricul- 
tural cooperatives and effectively turn individual and scattered produc- 
tion into socialist collectivization, the work in all spheres in that 
locality would develop incessantly, production would develop rapidly 

and security work to defend that locality would be brilliantly fulfilled. 


The congress unanimously agreed that in order to bring progress and more 
vigor to the regional forces, it is necessary that the leadership and 
guidance of the party committees at all levels be strengthened, and that 
the state machinery and mass organizations should be mobilized to vigor- 
ously encourage the masses to enthusiastically carry out national defense 
work. 


After 7 days of busy activities, the congress ended with brilliant success. 
Our entire party, army and people wholeheartedly hail the glorious outcome 
of the First National Congress of Regional Forces. 


Even though the congress ended majestically, its success was only an 
initial achievement. To promptly and effectively implement and apply the 
success of the congress, we must pay attention to understanding and firmly 
grasping the spirit and contents of our fundamental work as follows: 


We must convince the party committees and the administrations at all levels 
to understand the contents and direction of work outlined by the congress. 
On the basis of understanding the spirit and contents of work, a plan 

must be worked out to encourage all localities, units and branches to 
effectively carry out this work and to mobilize and encourage the people 

to organize production, set up agricultural cooperatives and participate 

in all spheres of work. We must resolutely and rapidly consolidate the 
leading organizations of the regional forces, pay attention to improving 
the material and moral life of the people of all nationalities, and develop 
and promote a sense of self-sufficiency among all localities. 
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We must firmly grasp improving quality and pay attention to increasing 
the quantity of the regional forces and militia-guerrillas in three 
aspects--political, military and logistical. We must firmly grasp the 
party-cadre organization, mobilize all parties in the leading committee, 
enhance guidance and leadership of regional forces work, mobilize the 
local administrations at all levels to develop a sense of responsibility 
in organizing and carrying out regional forces work, and mobilize the 
mass organizations to effectively carry out this work so that it will 
become a large mass movement. 


We must also closely coordinate the building of the local economy with 
the building of regional forces. At the same time, we must promote and 
support the implementation of the two current strategic duties, that is, 
to effectively build socialism and to defend the country. 


Under the wise and clear-sighted leadership of the Party Central Committee, 
throughout the past 3 decades our regional forces work has made signifi- 
cant contributions to the national liberation struggle of our army and 
people. Over the past more than 3 years, regional forces work has also 
made significant contributions to national defense and the maintenance 

of peace and security, thus incessantly developing production. The 
regional forces have carried out their difficult duty as the shock force 
and mainstay for all spheres of work in all localities. 


Under the leadership of the Party Central Committee and the guidance and 
leadership of the party committees at all levels, with the revolutionary 
enthusiasm of the people of all nationalities, and by applying the various 
past lessons and experiences of regional forces work, it is certain that 
regional forces work will be fulfilled with great efficiency and effec- 
tiveness, and that the regional forces will further develop and carry 

out their role to fulfill cheir difficult duties, that is, to effectively 
maintain peace and security in each locality. 


With firm confidence and strong determination, let all the regional and 


self-defense forces resolutely march forward to gloriously fulfi.l tweir 
duties. 


CSO: 4206 
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RICE DISTRIBUTION, RATIONS IN CHAMPASSAK REPORTED 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 6 Sep 79 p 2 


[Article in ‘Farmers’ Column’ by Bounmi Khenlitthi, Champassak Province 
correspondent: "Rice Sales Point in [Meuang] Sanasomboun District"™] 


[Excerpt] The State rice sales point which we saw this time is one loca- 
tion in [Tasseng] Saphai Canton, [Meuang] Sanasomboun District, Champassak 
Province. For people hit hard by floods last year, whose rice fields were 
damaged, in order to function in accordance with Party and State directives 
per Order No «% of the Central Committee and Order No 77 of the province 
concerning makiyg this year's production successful and highly efficient, 
to get the peor le to join in production getting the field work done in 
line with the season, the district and provincial authorities have urgently 
made plans to solve the problem of getting sufficient rice to the people 
for consumption. This is to make sure the people don't stop their produc- 
tion. 


Mr Kongsouk Sikhot, member of the district people's council, who was given 
the responsibility for that rice sales point explained some details to our 
correspondent: Our number one rice sales point is the most important 
aspect in carrying out the plans of the higher echelons because due to the 
fact that the people were hard hit by floods last year, they are experienc- 
ing privations, most notably in this area of responsibility with 11 villages 
in [Tasseng] Saphai Canton and 5 villages of [Tasseng] Pakson Canton total- 
ling 16 villages. Our rice sales points have firmly set rates. These are 
for each month that its people are hit by privations, each agricultural 
cooperative and each production team will be provided with 9 kilograms per 
adult, and 3 to 6 kilograms per child depending on the age. Aside from 
that there is a policy that people hit by privations, hardships and short- 
ages must be provided assistance in quantities and at prices set by the 
State. Recently, starting in June and July of this year we have received 
120 tons of rice from the province to sell to the people in our area of 
responsibility. 


CSO: 4206 
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AGRICULTURAL MINISTRY CONFERENCE REVIEWS ACHIEVEMENTS 
Vientiane KPL in English 0938 GMT 9 Oct 79 BK 


[Text] Vientiane, 9 Oct (KPL)--The Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Irrigation recently convened a conference to review agricultural rehabili- 
tation and development under the 3-year plan. Present were Sali Vongkhamsao, 
acting minister of agriculture, forestry and irrigation, and other high 
officials of the ministry. 


Khamsin Sai-gnakon, acting office director of the ministry, reported on 
the achievements scored during the past 2 years of the 3-Year State Plan. 
He said despite difficulties left by the natural disasters of 1977, many 
initial successes have been obtained. In 1979 alone, he said, 852 more 
agricultural cooperatives have been founded, bringing the total to over 
2,000. With regard to irrigation, he went on, 192 small-sized irrigation 
projects capable of watering 19,072 hectares of ricefields have been built 
or repaired. 


On the other hand, he said, the experimental intensive cultivation prac- 
tised on 313 hectares in (Hatsaphang) District, Vientiane Province, has 
yielded notable successes. The planting of such crops as rice, coffee 
and cotton has been steadily stepped up throughout the country, he added. 


As for livestock breeding and forestry, the acting office director of 
the ministry said that in 1978, 800,000 fingerlings of a species were 
produced by cross breeding while in the 9 months of 1979 alone 1,200,000 
fingerlings were hatched. 


He further made known that in 1978, 380,800 hectares of forest were sur- 
veyei compared with 652,900 hectares for the first 9 months of this year. 
Timber extraction saw an increase of 33,900 cubic metres over last year. 
Of this number, 25,000 cubic metres have been exported, an increase of 
2,087 cubic metres. 


Furthermore, he said, the ministry has regularly organize:’' refresher and 
training courses of different grades for its cadres and employees. 


At the same rally medals and other distinctions were awarded to workers 
with outstanding achievements. 


Speaking on the occasion, Acting Minister Sali Vongkhamsao stressed the 
need to make greater efforts to fulfill the agricultural, forestry and 
irrigation plan in service of the socialist transformation and construction. 
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AGRICULTURAL, OTHER DEVELOPMENTS NOTED IN NAMTHA DISTRICT NOTED 
Vientiane SIANG PASASON in Lao 11 Sep 79 p 3 


[Article by P. Phetdaoneua news correspondent in Louang Namtha Province: 
"Meuang Namtha Today" 


[Excerpt] For nearly the last 4 years, at the same time as the healing 
of the wounds of war, the return to build new lives of the folks who were 
refugees and mastery in safeguarding the fruits of the revolution, the 
work in various spheres has been greatly expanding in terms of quantity 
and quality. Two-thirds of the total rice field area of 3,000 hectares 
which had been abandoned in the war has been thoroughly restored. Aside 
from paying attention to the planting of rice, the multi-ethnic popula- 
tion in three plains cantons, [Meuang] Namtha District is also opening up 
widely the cultivation of silkworms and mulberry, bananas, sugar cane 

and various kinds of fruits. These activities comprise over 100 hectares, 
of which 50 hectares is for mulberry cultivation. Animal husbandry is 
also being sufficiently expanded. Throughout the district there are 
43,500 domestic animals of which there are 4,650 buffalo, oxen and horses 
for draft power. There are 3,000 pigs and 500 goats along with 35,000 
fowl, all for slaughter. [Meuang] Namtha District also has a garment 
factory and two stores, one district store and one canton store which 
sells sufficient production tools and various consumer goods to the cadres 
and people. In public health, aside from the district hospital, there is 
one canton hospital with 15 medics of whom one is a middle-level medical 
practitioner. There are also 10 canton-level medics and 25 health com 
batants. 


Since 1978 to date, the people of the three plains cantons of [Meuang] 
Namtha District: [Tasseng] Luang Khon, Thong Om and Ban Poung Cantons 
voluntarily established nearly 30 agricultural cooperatives. This means 
that the Namtha plain is completely cooperativized with 2,300 hectares 

of cooperativized rice fields, 2,000 draft animals and 12,500 agricultural 
cooperative members in 1,500 families. This year, because the people 
joyfully produced in a collective manner they were in solidarity to open 
up another 52 hectares of rice fields. 


CSO: 4206 
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YOUTH UNION DELEGATION TO USSR--Vientiane, 20 Sep (KPL)--A delegation of 
the Lao People's Revolutionary Youth Union headed by Maichantan Sengmani, 
minister to the prime minister's office, president of the National 
Mobilizing Committee of the LPRYU on September 19 left Vientiane for 

the Soviet Union to join youth delegations from the socialist countries 
in preparing for the celebration of the 110th anniversary of Lenin's 
birthday. Seeing the delegation off at the airport were Bounhuong 
Sinolasing and Bounhiang Sisoulat, members of the National Mobilizing 
Committee of the LPRYU, members of the Mobilizing Committee of the LPRYU 
[as published] and youth representatives from var\ous departments. Anatoliy 
Nikulin, charge d'affaires, and staff members of the Soviet Embassy were 
also present. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0911 GMT 20 Sep 79 BK) 


OLYMPIC DELEGATION--Vientiane, September 21 (KPL)--The delegation of the 
Lao National Olympic Committee headed by Souvannalat Saignavong, vice 
president of the committee, on September 18 returned here after attending 
the 39th conference among sports leaders of socialist countries held in 
Ulaanbaatar 7-11 September. The delegation was met at Wataai Airport 

by Souli Nanthavong, president of the Lao National Olympic Committee, and 
other officials concerned. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0916 GMT 

21 Sep 79 BK] 


VIENTIANE LFNC MEETING--Vientiane, September 17 (KPL)--The provincial 
committee of the Vientiane Organisation of the Lao Front for National 
Construction on September 16 held a meeting to discuss the implementation 
of the tasks laid down by the conference of the Front's Central Committee 
held last February. Present at the meeting were Thit Mouan Saochanthala, 
member of the Standing Committee of the Lao Front for National Construc- 
tion Central Committee, Chanmi Douangboutdi, head of the leading committee 
of Vientiane Province and Municipality, Phao Phimphachan, president of the 
administrative committee of Vientiane Province and Municipality, members 
of the Central Committee of the Lao Front for National Construction, mem- 
bers of the administrative committee of Vientiane Province and Municipality 
and representatives of various districts, mass organisations and ethnic 
minorities. Speaking at the opening ceremony, Phao Phimphachan stressed 
the important role of the Lao Front for National Construction, especially 
at che beginning of socialist construction. The meeting will last 5 days. 
[Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0918 GMT 17 Sep 79 BK] 
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VIENTIANE FRONT WORK CONFERENCE--Vientiane, 21 Sep (KPL)--A conference of 
the Lao Front for National Construction of Vientiane Province and city 
closed here on 20 September after 5 days; sitting. The conference was 
attended by among others: Thit Mouan Saochanthala, Standing Committee 
member of the Lao Front for National Construction Central Committee; 
Chanmi Dovangboutdi, minister to the premier's office, head of the 
leading committee of the city and province; Phao [himphachan, chairman 
of the administrative committee of the city and province; members of the 
Lao Front for National Construction Central Committee, many Buddhist monks 
and representatives of mass organizations and ethnic minorities in the 

15 districts of the province. The participants discussed documents on 
the tradition of struggle of the population of Vientiane, the new politi- 
cal tasks for the city and province and suggestions by representatives of 
the administrative and front committees. The meeting adopted a 10-point 
program of action proposed by the Front Central Committee and a 9-point 
program of action for the local front organization. The conference also 
set up the committee of the Lao Front for National Construction of the 
city and province. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0918 GMT 21 Sep 79 
BK |] 


BELGIUM-AIDED WATER PUMPS--Vientiane 22 Sep (KPL)--A ceremony was held 
on September 21 to receive 80 water pumps as aid from the Belgian 
Government. The pumps, valued at $200,000, were handed over by Claude 
Rijmenans, first secretary of the Belgian Embassy, to Kham-ouan Boupha, 
deputy minister of agriculture, forestry and irrigation. Speaking on the 
occasion, Claude Rijmenans expressed his conviction that the friendly 
relations between the two governments would continue to develop steadily. 
Kham-ouse Boupha, on behalf of the Lao Government and people, thanked 
the Belgian Government for this gesture and wished for constant strengthen- 
ing of the friendship between the two governments. [Text] [Vientiane 
KPL in English 0912 GMT 22 Sep 79 BK] 





GDR ART TROUPE--Vientiane, 22 Sep ‘KPL)--The art troupe of the German 
Democratic Republic which arrived here on September 20 gave its premiere 
last night at the National Theater. Present were Chanmi Douangboutdi, 
minister to the prime minister's office; Sisana Sisan, minister of propa- 
ganda, information, culture and tourism; other members of the government 
and of the supreme people's council, as well as officials from various 
services. German Ambassador Gunter Horn and other diplomatic envoys also 
attended. In their addresses before performance, Paseut Sisanon, head of 
the art and culture department, and Ambassador Gunter Horn hailed the 
visit of the German art troupe which coincides with the 30th founding 
anniversary of the GDR. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0915 GMT 

22 Sep 79 BK] 


GDR NATIONAL DAY--Vientiane, 3 Oct (KPL)--GDR Ambassador Gunter Horn, 
yesterday morning held a press conference in Vientiane on the prepara- 
tions for the 30th anniversary of the GDR (October 7). Present were 
Chanthi Devansavan, acting director of the Lao News Agency and SIANG 
PASASON (Voice of the People) newspaper,; Chanpheng Sihaphong, director 
of the press department of the Foreign Ministry and a large number of 
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Lao newsmen. Also on hand were press attaches of socialist embassies in 
Vientiane. [Excerpt] [Vientiane KPL in English 0946 GMT 3 Oct 79 BK] 


AGRICULTURE CONFERENC!--Vientlane, 3 Oct (KPIL)--The Central Leading Com- 
mittee for Agricultural Cooperation on September 28 closed here the first 
National Capitulatory Conference on Agricultural Cooperation. The con- 
ference was presided over by Sali Vongkhamsao, minister to the premier's 
office, head of the Central Leading Committee for Agricultural Coopera- 
tion. Attending the conference were Khamsen Vongnokeo, deputy head of 

the Central Leading Committee and representatives of provincial committee. 
During the 3 days, the participants heard reports on the activities of the 
co-ops in each province. A report said that so far 2,696 agri-co-ops have 
been set up throughout Laos with 129,569 hectares of tilled land, 97,943 
draught animals. The co-op membership accounts for 22.4 percent of con- 
solidation of the leading committees at all levels and improvement of the 
management of production, labour, finance and distribution and intensi- 
fication of scientific and technical work. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in 
English 0957 GMT 3 Oct 79 BK] 


AGRICULTURAL DELEGATION TO SRV--Vientiane, October 2 (KPL)--An agricultural 
delegation of Vientiane Municipality headed by Khambeung Sinnavong, deputy 
head of the Saisettha District administrative committee on October 1 
returned here after a 12-day friendship visit to the Socialist Republic 

of Vietnam at the invitation of the agricultural service of Hanoi capital. 
While in Vietnam, the delegation exchanged views and experiences with the 
agricultural service of Hanoi and visited some state farms and agricultural 
cooperatives. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0933 GMT 2 Oct 79 BK] 


GREETINGS TO CYPRUS--Vientiane, 6 Oct (KPL)--President Souphanouvong, 
president of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, on October 1 sent a 
message to Spiros Kyprianou, president of the Republic of Cyprus, greet- 
ing Cyprus National Day. The Lao president extends on behalf of the Lao 
government and people and in his own name his best wishes of happiness 
and prosperity to President Kyprianou and the Cyprus Government and peo- 
ple and wishes for constant development of the friendship between the two 
countries and peoples. On the same day, acting minister of foreign 
affairs Khamphai Boupha also sent greetings to his Cyprus counterpart. 
[Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0921 GMT 6 Oct 79 BK) 


SOVIET YOUTH DELEGATION--Vientiane, 5 Sep (KPL)--A delegation of the Lao 
People's Revolutionary Youth Union on September 5 held talks with a dele- 
gation of the Lenin Young Communists Union (KOMSOMOL) which arrived here 

on September 4. Attending the talks were, on the Lao side Bounhiang Sisou- 
lat, Standing Committee member of the Mobilizing Committee for the Lao 
People's Revolutionary Youth Union Central Committee, and other represen- 
tatives of the Lao youth, and on the Soviet side, Tomakh, deputy head of 
the organizing department of the KOMSOMOL, and other delegates. Also 
present was Nikolin, charge d'affaires of the Soviet Embassy. [Text] 
[Vientiane KPL in English 0920 GMT 5 Sep 79 BK] 
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YOUTH DELEGATION TO USSR--Vientiane, 6 Sep (KPL)--At the invitation of 
the Central Committee of the KOMSOMOL of Leningrad a youth delegation 

of Vientiane city headed by Mang, acting secretary of the local organi- 
sation of the Lao People's Revolutionary Youth Union, on September 5 
left Vientiane for the Soviet Union to attend the 9th Friendship Confer- 
ence of the Youth of the Socialist Countries to open soon in Moscow. 

The delegation was seen off at the airport by Mrs Thongchin Sengsathit, 
Standing Committee member of the administrative committee of Vientiane 
Province. Komankov, cultural attache of the Soviet Embassy, was also on 
hand. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0927 GMT 6 Sep 79 BK] 


KOMSOMOL DELEGATION LEAVES--Vientiane, 14 Sep (KPL)--The delegation of the 
All Union Leninist Young Communists League (KOMSOMOL) headed by Thomak, 
deputy head of its mobilizing department, on 12 September left Vientiane 
for home after a 10-day visit to Laos. Bunchiang Sisoulat, member of the 
mobilizing committee of the Lao People's Revolutionary Youth Union and 
other officials in the union were at the airport to see the delegation 
off. During its stay in Laos the delegation held talks with the Lao side 
and exchanged experiences. The Soviet side agreed to build a theory 
school for the LPRYU. The delegation also visited Champassak Provizce 
where it was warmly welcomed by the local youth Leading Committee members 
arc people. [Vientiane KPL in English 0919 GMT 14 Sep 79 BK) 


MEDALS TO SOVIET WORKERS--Vientiane, 13 Sep (KPL)--The Lao People's 
Democratic Republic on September 12 conferred medals and certificates 

of merit on the Soviet specialists and engineers who have helped in the 
building of a bridge across Nam Neun River between Houa Phan and Xieng 
Khouang provinces, northern Laos. The awards include two first class 
Itsala Orders, two first class Labour Orders, three second class Labour 
Orders and three third class Labour Orders. Present at the presentation 
ceremony held at the Ministry of Communications, Public Works and Trans- 
port were minister Sanan Soutthichak, deputy minister Singkapo 
Sikhotchounlamani and other high officials of the ministry. Bojkov, 
economic counsellor, and other staff members of the Soviet Embassy were 
on hand. Speaking on the occasion, Sanan Soutthichak and Bojkov praised 
the constant development of the friendship and fruitful mutual cooperation 
between the two countries. The Nam Neun Bridge was inaugurated on 
November 30, 1978. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 0918 GMT 13 Sep 79 


BK] 

ANTI-ILLITERACY CAMPAIGN--Vientiane, 13 Sep (KPL)--The Lao Ministry of 
Education recently reported that the anti-illiteracy and r “ucation 
work has made substantial progress during 1978 and early t thanks 


to a good organization and an increase of teachers. All ~.-+!: ¢: now have 
set up their own committees for leading the anti-illiteracy an. ass edu- 
cation campaign. Particular attention has been given to organizing 
refresher courses for teachers. In Savannakhet Province alone 759 

teachers have attended such courses. Meanwhile, teachers and students of 
general and vocational schools as well as Buddhist monks throughout the 
country during the recent summer vacation took an active part in the 
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teaching. In Xieng Khouang Province alone about 1,100 teachers and stu- 
dents went to teach literacy classes in various localities. According to 
still incomplete figures, over the past year 4,123 hamlets, 255 villages 
and 21 districts in all provinces have done away with illiteracy. Con- 
cerning complementary education, in 1978 about 300 persons completed 
primary education, and courses of various degrees were opened for of fi- 
clals and workers at state offices. [Text] [Vientiane KPL in English 
0920 GMT 13 Sep 79 BK) 


SAYABOURY COOPERATIVES--Very recently, the multinational population of the 
Nakhem commune, in the Muong Phieng district of the Sayaboury Province, 
abandoned scattered small-scale farming to take up socialist collective 
production, organizing theselves into 7 farming cooperatives totaling 438 
families of 2,583 persons, with 738 hectares of land, 234 draft animals, and 
complete agricultural implements. After having formed these cooperatives, 

the inhabitants elected the management and supervisory committees distribut- 
ing the workloads equitably. This was thanks to the tradition of solidarity 
that has existed for centuries and to the experience gained through the 
solidarity units and the labor exchange units. There are as of now through- 
out the country 1,938 cooperatives consisting of 71,102 families totaling 
443,195 persoms and tilling 84,175 hectares of cultivable land. The inhabi- 
tants of the villages at kilometer 23 of the Paksong Bane Donh, Nong boua, 
Bane Phinh, Done Noy road, in the jurisdiction of the Howei He communc, 
Bachieng Cleunsouk district, province of Champassak, have also taken graciously 
to socialist collective production, They have formed five cooperatives 

with 250 families totaling 778 persons, exploiting 468 hectares and completely 
equipped with agricultural implements. The entire district now has 41 farm- 
ing cooperatives. [Text] [Vientiane BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN in French 2 Aug 79 

p 4] 9238 


LAO THEUNG RESETTLEMENT=-For this growing season, the ethnic Lao Theung in- 
habitants of the five villages under the jurisdiction of the |Mevang] Vieng 
Phou Kha district, Province of Lovang Namtha, have for the first time totally 
abandoned the slash-and-burn method of rice culture in favor of the wet-field 
method and are now working their first paddies, covering 12 hectares and using 
more than $5 tons of seed. [Text] [Vientiane BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN in French 

9 Aug 79 p 2] 9238 


THOULAKHOM CULTIVATION PROGRESS--The multinational farmers of the [Meuang] 
Thoulakhom district, Province of Vientiane, have now completed 98 percent 

of the pricking out of seedlings over 5,900 hectares of rice paddies. Other 
regions have now organized farming cooperatives, totaling 40 units, and still 
others have organized labor exclange units. Despite the bad weather problems, 
the farmers have been keenly competing with each other to overcome them and 
bring in a good harvest. [Text] [Vientiane BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN in French 10 
Aug 79 p 4] 9238 


aa 





OUDOMSAI STARCHY CROPS--During the first half of this year, the multinational 
population of Oudomsai has, in the emulatory drive, cleared more than 16,000 
hectares of land ready for planting starchy and industrial crops. A total 

of 3,850 hectares of this new land will be dedicated to corn, 4,200 to manioc, 
1,000 to sweet potatoes, 560 to taro, 550 to maranta, 2,850 to peanuts, 750 
to beans, 2,300 to cotton, 16 to sugar cane, and 19 to tobacco and tea. In 
addition to this clearing operation, they have set out more than 16,000 rooted 
orange trees, more than 6,400 grapefruit trees and more than 5,500 mango 
trees, among others. [Text] [Vientiane BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN in French 4 Aug 79 
p 2) 9238 


EDUCATION FOR HMONG--At the end of April, the district administrative 
authorities of (Meuang] Vang Vieng District, Vientiane Province opened a 
political training course for more than 200 Hmong people in [Tasseng] 
Phatang Canton in that district. The purpose of this course was to explain 
Party policy concerning the fundamental national duties: to safeguard the 
nation and building a socialist country; to point out clearly the change 
from shifting cultivation to rice farming and the establishment of collec- 
tive production in agricultural cooperatives, to increase their studies, 
cultural improvement to raise their level of knowledge and ability te new 
heights every day without end. Only 3 days of these political studies 
made these Hmong people joyful and happy and they decided to build their 
homes on the road to socialism. [Text] [Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 
ll Sep 79 pp 1, 4] 


OUDOMSAL, VANG VIENG TRADE--In the second trimester and at the beginning 
of the third trimester this year the Trade Departments of [Meuvang] Oudom- 
sai, Luang Prabang Province and [Meuang] Vang Vieng, Vientiane Province 
brought various types of goods to sell, distribute and trade for forest 
products and produce with the people in their localities. This was done 
in order to promote production and improve the people's standard of liv- 
ing. The goods involved were: 3,000 meters of machine-made textiles, 
1,005 meters of plastic sheeting, 3 and one-half tons of salt, 200 kilo- 
grams of sugar, 495 cooking pots, 280 buckets, 90 blankets, 230 towels, 
926 dresses, 260 machetes, axes, shovels and yokes, 5,326 bars of soap, 
400 liters of kerosene, and a quantity of tobacco, sewing machine needles 
and other things. At the same time the trade cadres of those two dis- 
tricts bought goods from end traded forest products and produce with the 
people. This included: 4 tons of onions and dried garlic, 3 tons of tea 
[medicinal rhizome], 800 kilograms of coffee and many other goods. [Text] 
[Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 11 Sep 79 p A5) 


SAVANNAKHET PORESTRY WORK--During August, the Forestry Department of 
Savannakhet Province organized logging wnits to dilligently perform tasks. 
In only one month these units were able to harvest over 3,700 logs. Of 
those 1,358 were hardwood and 1,189 were softwoods. They found 20 tons 
of bamboo and collected nearly 1,156 logs that had been felled and then 
simply abandoned by the reactionary capitalists of the old regime. The 
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exploitation of forests in an organized fashion following the guidance of 
the higher echelons not only achieves good results in line with the plan, 
but also avoids the haphazard cutting of trees as in the old regime which 
heavily damaged the national economy. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET 
LAO in Lao 11 Sep 79 p A4] 


BO TEN, SAYABOURY BANKING--In the last 6 months the cadres, organizational 
workers and the people of [Meuang] Bo Ten District, Sayaboury Province did 
an exemplary job of volunteering to deposit their savings in the State Bank, 
amounting to 234,000 kip. These funds deposited wiih the State is a way of 
collecting widely scattered funds into a large sum for the State to use in 
the work of transforming and building socialism, expanding the economy and 
culture and to improve the standard of living of the people every day. It 
also makes the currency circulate normally and insures that the value of 

the kip will always be stable. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in 

Lao 7 Sep 79 p A2) 


VANG VIENG PRODUCTION--Since mid-April the people in various villages in 
seven cantons in [Meuang] Vang Vieng District, Vientiane Province urgently 
organized themselves to take care of their rice fields and cheerfully com- 
pleted the transplanting in 4,365 hectares throughout the district. Of 

this amount, 55 hectares were fields that had been abandoned of newly- 
opened fields. This transplanting was completed on time because the great 
majority of people organized socialist collective production and took care 
of the fields. This involved weeding, and killing caterpillars and insects. 
Up to now, this has been completed on more than 1,200 hectares. The best 
performance was in [Tasseng] Vang Vieng Canton and [Tasseng] Phatang Canton 
who along with their weeding also spread manure over more than 600 hectares. 
Reports are that along with taking care of their paddies, the people of that 
locality urgently set to work harvesting upland rice which involved an area 
of 1,934 hectares. As of now, the harvest has been completed on nearly 
1,000 hectares and the results have been satisfactory. [Text] [Vientiane 
VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 8 Sep 79 pp 1, 4] 


VIENTIANE TRANSPLANTATION--After diligently setting to work in transplant- 
ing over the past 2 months, as of the beginning of September, the trans- 
plantation of the annual rice crop by the multi-ethnic farmers from the 
plains around the city to the countryside of the 15 districts of Vientiane 
City and Province has been brilliantly completed on a tota] area of more 
than 80,000 hectares. Of that total, more than 2,500 hectares of abandoned 
rice fields and new rice fields were brought under cultivation. The work 
of the people throughout Vientiane Province was carried out cheerfully, 
well, and rapidiy. In comparison with last year, ihe work was completed 
sooner. The reason for this is that this year, there was good, tight 
control, primarily among the teams for plowing, harrowing, planting and 
transplanting. They drew from experiences every day in a normal fashion. 
Because of that, all the farmers were happy and diligent in their work, 
winning brilliant victories. Presently, following the completion of the 
transplanting the farmers in each locality are unceasingly determined to 
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take care of their fields primarily by weeding, fertilizing, suppressing 
pests, repairing irrigation canals and other work. The local administra- 
tive authorities are also helping the people primarily with chemical fer- 
tilizer and more than 20 tons of insecticides. Presently the rice is 

growing better than last year, making this year's harvest a great victory 


in the foodstuffs sector. [Text] [Vientiane VIENTIANE MAI in Lao 10 Sep 
79 pp 1, 3) 


LUANG PRABANG CULTIVATION EXPANSION--At the beginning of this year the 
people of [Meuang] Luang Prabang District and Province organized in soli- 
darity to open up another 128 hectares of new rice fields in their locali- 
ties, which is 97 hectares more than were opened last year. This raises 
the rice field area throughout the district to 1,103 hectares. In opening 
up mew rice fields the farmers of [Meuang] Luang Prabang District, although 
they faced difficulties in the natural conditions of a mountainous area, 
and with native vehicles and tools which depended upon human power, this 
year they had agricultural cooperatives, labor exchange solidarity units 
and were given mobilization assistance by the administrative authorities, 
and because the people of that area also saw the importance of producing 
foodstuffs, especially by increasing the area of cultivation, they there- 
fore were resolved to overcome the obstacles and were able to win brilliant 
victories. Presently, these newly-opened rice fields have been completely 
transplanted. [Text] [Vientiane KHAOSAN PATHET LAO in Lao 7? Sep 79 p AS] 


MILITARY PREPARATIONS--According to Lao national radio, the Lao northern 
military regional command recently held a cadre conference to study the 

new situation of the country, especially the border tension created by 

the expansionist reactionaries in the Chinese leadership, who--in collusion 
with the imperialists and the lackey reacticaaries--are frantically prepar- 
ing dangerous adventures against Laos. Tne conference also discussed 
carrying out all activities with a determination to protect the indepen- 
dence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of Laos. Various signal and 
transportation units of the Kieng Khouang military region have opened many 
refresher political and professional courses for their cadres and combat- 
ants so as to satisfactorily fulfill all assigned missions in the new 
situation, particularly in the 1979-80 dry season. Various units of the 
military commands of Vientiane, Oudomsai and Luang Namtha provinces are 
actively undergoing military training, improving their tactical and tech- 
nical skills, maintaining combat readiness, making their units much 
stronger and more stable, and intensifying their efforts to safeguard 

the border and maintain public order and security in the localities. 

[Text] [Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 28 Sep 79 BK] 


LUANG PRABANG TRADE--Vientiane (KrL)--Since January and until now, the trade 
department of the Luang Prabang Province has sent merchandise to three dis- 
tricts--Oudomsai, Muong Khai and Pakseng--to meet the needs of the population 
during the rainy season, including: 58,979 meters of cloth, 5,048 kilos of 
sugar, 878 kilos of cotton thread, 5,691 copy-books, 4,358 cans of evaporated 
milk, 2,070 cartons of cigarettes, 610 machetes, 31 tons of toothpaste, 330 
straw mats, 55 kilos of detergent and 1,000 bars of soap. [Text] [Vientiane 
BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN in French 11 Aug 79 p 5) 9238 
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LUANG PRABANG, OUDOMSAI PRODUCTION--The inhabitants and the members of the 
agricultural cooperatives of the (Meuang) Luang Prabang and Muong La districts, 
Province of Oudomsai, recently finished weeding, spreading manure and exter- 
minating noxious insects on more than 1,500 hectares of rice fields of which 
1,000 were in the Luang Prabang district. [Text] [Vientiane BULLETIN 
QUOTIDLEN in French 4 Sep 79 p 2] 7993 


XIENG KHOUANG STORE--During the first semester of this year the state store 
in the district of (Meuang) Nong Het Province of Xieng Khouang, sold to the 
local population 83,165 meters of fabrics, 6,567 outfits, 1,191 kitchen 
utensils and 28,963 office implements. It also bought forest and animal 
products from the country people for a total amount of 6,136,000 kip. [Text | 
[Vientiane BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN in French 4 Sep 79 p 3] 7993 


CLOTHING PRODUCTION--Since the beginning of the year, the garment workers in 
the district of [Meuang] Phonthong, in the province of Champassak, have 
produced more than 4,516 outfits, coming to a total of more than 4,858,000 
kips. [Text] [Vientiane BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN in French 11 Sep 79 p 2] 5157 


CROP LAND EXPANSION--The peasants in the |Meuang] Khong district, in the 
province of Champassak, have recovered unplowed and fallow land and established 
rice paddies on 2,249 hectares. The area under rice cultivation in this 


district now totals 20,249 hectares. [Text] [Vientiane BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN 
in French 10 Sep 79 p 1} 5157 


RICE SALES IN PAKSAN--The commercial department in the Paksan district in 

the province of Vientiane sold more than 13 tons of rice flour and 14 tons of 
hulled rice in August of this year to the multi-national population, victims 
of last year's floods, in 11 communes in that district. [Text] [Vientiane 
BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN in French 10 Sep 79 p 2] 5157 


SAYABOURY TRADE--Vientiane (KPL)--Between the beginning of April and the end 
of July, employees of the state retail store of the [Meuang] Hongsa district, 
Province of Sayaboury, sold agricultural implements and merchandise of prime 
necessity to the multinational population as follows: 32 plowshares, hammers 
and saws, 132 files, 5 digging spades, 9,240 liters of kerosene, 7 tons of 
salt, 827 kilos of sugar, 5,384 meters of cloth, 398 articles of clothing, 

90 casseroles, 2,700 bars of soap, 382 kilos of detergent, and 2,400 cartons 
of cigarettes. This store also sold school supplies. [Text] [Vientiane 
BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN in French 16 Aug 79 p 2] 9238 


CSO: 4200 
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MALAYSIA 


DESCRIPTION OF SARAWAK POLITICAL SCENE 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 27 Aug 79 p 6 


[Article by V.K. Chin] 
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MALAYSIA 


POLITICAL COOPERATION BETWEEN MAHUA, WUTONG URGED 
Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 4 Aug 79 p 15 


{[Article: "Zhu Zhenghua Presiding Over An Assembly of the Mahua State 
Level Representatives Pointed Out that the Stability of this Nation and 
Success in Various Works Depends Mainly on Successful Cooperation in 
Politics of Mahua and Wutong"™] 


[Text] Selangor 3 Aug--The chief financial officer of the Mahua (Malaysia 
Chinese) Association and the president wf the joint commission of the 
Trengganu State, Senator Zhu Zhenghua [2612 2973 5478] pointed out that the 
stability of this nation and the success in every type of work depend 

most importantly on successful cooperation i. the political matters of 
Mahua and Wutong. 


He said: “Our political cooperation is based on sincerity and understanding 
of the difficulties and needs of various ethnic groups. We work together 
with a mutual understanding and we solve problems through negotiation." 


Datuk Zhu Zhenhua made this disclosure yesterday when he presided over an 
assembly of the Aahua state level representatives at Kuala Trengganu. His 
speech is hereby published. 


He considers that, having reached the level of achievement today based 
on the works of the past several decades, a greater achievement in the 
future should be based on economic cooperation between Mahua and Wutong. 


"We believe that, having been able to achieve this level of political 
cooperation, there is no reason to believe that we can not achieve a 
similar degree of success in economic cooperation." 


He pointed out that the spirit of organizing the Mahua Party lies in uniting 
the political power of the Chinese in order to protect their politico- 
economical right and benefit. 


"The Mahua Association is a concrete manifestation of a historic political 
movement of the uniting Chinese community.” 
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Since its establishment 30 years ago, the Mahua Association has encouraged 
cooperation among varicus ethnic groups of this state and led to the birth 
of a nation. This year when we celebrate the 30th anniversary of the 
establishment of this association, we must spread the concept of the "Manua 
Association" as an organ of Chinese people for thier socio-political 
struggle, just as the Americans emphasize to this date their “spirit of 
1776." These spirits are the foundation on which people build their nation 
and prosper. 


“No matter how well developed a nation may be, it will not succeed very well 
if it lacks a foundation of ideals and spirit. Therefore, we must spread 
our own historical tradition and spirit and turn them into a string of 
continuous power for stability and development." 


He said that “the organizational power established by the Mahua has speciric 
goals and lines. We follow the line of the masses under the collective 
leadership as usual. This is a democratic country whose political power 
still lies in the hands of the people. It is governed by the support of 

the people. As such, all works must still be for the people." 


“However, our work must include measures to promote people's understanding 
and alertness toward political matters. We cannot do well with the people 
when we are not getting the full support of the people. This is a fact 
which cannot be concealed from the people or deceive the people.” 


Unite the Political Activities of All Chinese People 


“That is why we emphasize that the political activities of the Mahua 
Association is the movement to unite the political activities of all 
Chinese people. There is no other better way to bring about political 
effects than to unite politically and to display political power." 


He continued to say that the line of work done by the party for the people 
can be clearly seen in the motto--one for all and all for one--of the 
Malaysia Diversified Cooperative established by the party. The party has 
been very successful in this area, but it is far from being self-satisfied 
in its pursuit of this correct goal. It continues to work as hard as ever 
in order to achieve even greater successes for a greater Chinese community. 


To Serve the Vast Masses 


He said that, before the economic cooperation was carried out wiih the fellow 
countrymen of Wu nationality, the Mahua had already attempted five major 
plans including those related to politics, economies, education and culture. 
Since the political goal of the Mahua is to provide services for the vast 
masses the said five major plans are also geared toward the masses and for 
the masses to gain benefit or to help them develop themselves using the 
successful experiences of the Mahua. 
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“One of the major plans--the Mahua controlled corporation--is an example of 
how this association engages itself in economic development by mobilizing 
the financial and human powers of the Chinese community. Under the new 
economic policy the nation is engaged in a huge economic development progran, 
and a change which is in tune with the times must of necessity be carried 
out if the economy of the Chinese community wishes to catch up with the 
times.” 


“Our policy is to bring as many people as possible into the mainstream of 
national econcmic development. Today, our Mahua controlled corporation 
has increased dividend distribution to our stock holders and the company 
has reached a new stage of development. The accomplishment of the Mahua 
controlled corporation shall strengthen the faith of the Chinese community 
in economic development. Our main goal is to provide a new breakthrough 
for the economic development of the Chinese community. 


Datuk Zhu Zhenhua considers that the party members of the Trennganu State 
should combine forces and support these projects including the party 
building project, the greater Mahua cultural association and the Laman 
College. 


He said, after 22 years of struggle since independence, the progress of our 
society has stimulated the people sufficiently. The Chinese community 

in particular has, through the leadership of the Mahua plan, changed its 
mode of development and engaged itself in pursuit of an effective economic 
development. 


“of course, many fellow countrymen of the Chinese community have recognized 
the importance of a stable government in support of an economy. At the 
present stage, we need only to unite the Chinese community and strengthen 
cooperation in works related to politics, economics, culture and education 
in order to catch up with the socio-economic development of this country. 
And our future outlook is also very bright." 


Deve lopment of the International Situation 


However, he also indicated that we cannot help but to remain alert, because 
the waves of a certain international political situation can affect us 
profoundly. Nevertheless, we need only to unite all our people and overcome 
hardships together. This country has a sufficient power to be able to 

face every development of the international situation. 


"In the Trengganu State, our national development plan has achieved a very 
joyful result. According to an interim report of the third major plan, 
significant accomplishments were made in the Trengganu State in such areas 
as mining, agriculture and manufacturing industries. 


He said, the Mahua party members in the Trengganu State should have a 
psychological preparation toward this trend of development so that they 
may be able to pave the road for future development. 


9113 
CSO: 4205 
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MALAYSIA 


SOUTH KOREAN PRESENCE LNCREASING IN MALAYSIA 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 18 Aug 79 p 
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MALAYSIA 


NATIONAL FRONT COMPONENTS FEUDING IN PENANG 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 24 Aug 79 p 6 


[Article by V.K. Chin] 
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MALAYSIA 


CANDIDATES NOMINATED FOR MCA POSTS 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 31 Aug 79 p 18 


[Article by Ho Kin Chai] 
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MALAYSIA 


SEEKS INCREASED ECONOMIC COOPERATION 


ROMAN LA 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 23 Aug 79 p 6 


by Ho Kin Chai 
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MALAYSIA 


FAIR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO CHINESE MINORITY URCED 
Selangor SIN CHEW JIT POH MALAYSIA in Chinese 29 Jul 79 p 4 


{[Article: “In Its Regular Annual Assembly, *: ‘ak Mahua Urges the Government 
to Assist Chinese Minority Financially Witt F, irness For Its Development ; 
The National Leaders Should Not Arbitraril: * press Opinion Dispising <he 
Customs and Ways of Life an Any Single Etht Group, Lest It Should Excite 
the Racial Sensitivity and Lead to Disburban es” ] 


[Text] Ipoh 28 July--The regular annual assembly of Mahua (Malaysia 
Chinese) of Perak today passed the following 21 proposals: 


(A) Party Business 


(1) The party is urged to unfold a plan for regular training of the cadres, 
to instruct and to train the leaders at every level, so that these cadres 
will not constantly question and doubt the leading class on account of their 
ignorance. 


(B) Education 


(1) To support wholeheartedly the government's standpoint as declared by 

the Prime Minister Datuk Hassein bin Ann; namely, to increase the number 

of non-native students in the local universities until the student composition 
reflects the racial composition of the nation, and to support wholeheartedly 
the standpoint of the Party Central Committee concerning this matter. 


(2) The government is urged to give a fair amount of financial assistance 
to the development of the Chinese community, because this is in agreement 
with the policy and the declaration made by the government in the election; 
namely the government shall continue to raise the educational level at every 
stage and broaden the opportunity for everybody, and to insure every ethnic 
group a fair educational opportunity and measures. 


(3) The government is urged to correct the imbalance in the number of 
students of various races in the technical colleges, vocational schools, 
teachers and nurses training colleges. 
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Distribute Fairly Middle School and College Scholarships to the Superior 
and Yoor Students of Chinese Descent 


(4) The powernment is urged to distribute a fair number of siddle school 
and «vllege scholarships to the superior and poor students of Chinese descent 
in order to reflect the racial composition. 


(5) The Perak Joint Commissicn is urged to continue to pressure the board 
of directors of the Laman College to establish a branch campus here. 


(Cc) Culture 


(1) Emphatically reiterate and urge the national leaders not to express 

any opinion dispising the customs and cultural backgrounds of any single 
ethnic group. Be it the drum music of the Malay people or the lion dance 

of the Chinese, this could excite the racial sensitivity and lead to national 
disturbance. 


(2) To support the action taken by the government in controlling some of the 
religious fanatics who destroy the temples and idols of other reliyions, 

and those who intentionally destroy the harmony among various ethnic groups 
of this country. 


(3) The Chinese descendant associations are urged to consider themselves 
as natives. 


(D) Economy 


(1) Reiterate the fact that the new economic policy is a fair policy and 
emphasize the absolute necessity of implementing it according to its original 
spirit. The new economic policy showld never be used as a protective umbrella 
to shield activities which benefit only a certain ethnic group only. 


(2) The government's white paper concerning the P. ‘e's Bank is praised 
and the government is urged to insure that a similar event will not occur 
in other public enterprises and the representative organizations owned 

by the government. 


That the Personal Income Tax Exemption Be Increased From 2,000 Yuan to 4,000 
Yuan 


(3) The government is urged to increase the personal income tax exemption 
from 2,000 yuan today to 4,000 yuan on account of inflation. 


(4) The government is urged to control the rise ia price of various essential 
consumer goods during the month before Chinese New Year just as it is done 
during the Islamic Month of Prohibition in order to benefit the vast toiling 
majority. 
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(5) The party is urged to establish representative organizations for the 
enterprises (such as those established by the government) in order to 
insure that the non-natives own 40 percent of the nation's economic wealth. 


(E) Land 


(1) The government is urged to speedily make a plan for the expansion of 
the New Villages in the Perak State in order to alleviate an urgent problem 
caused by an increase in population over the past 10 years. 


(2) The government is urged to take positive steps to speed up the renewal 
procedure for the temporary land deeds, or to issue limited-time land 
deeds in order to eliminate the insecurity among the people. 


Fair and Rational Distribution of Economical Housing Which Reflects the 
Composition of Various Ethnic Groups 


(3) The state government is urged to distribute the economical housing 
fairly and rationally, reflecting the actual composition of the various 
ethnic groups of the area. 


(4) The state government is urged to reserve 45 percent of the land for the 
native Chinese descendants when the land is distributed according to the 
Third Greater Malaysia Plan together with the plans made by the Federal 

Land Bureau, the Federal Land Revival Bureau and the Young Men and Women's 
Land Project. 


(F) Governmental Business 


(1) The state government is urged to include all Ganbang and New Village 
areas into the category of backward area when the land bureau is dissolved 
and combined with the county council. 


(2) The Chinese community is urged to respond to the call made by the chief 
of police to the young men of Chinese descent to serve in the police force. 


(3) The state government is urged to appoint a local Chinese Mahua member 
as the village headman of the New Village (just as was done in Johore 
State and Selangor State. ) 


9113 
CSO: 4205 
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CALL 


FOR INCREASED CHINESE PARTICIPATION IN INDUSTRY 


MALAYSIA 


Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 29 Aug 79 pp 1, 11 


[Article by Woon Yoke Heng] 


[Excerpts] 


KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. — The 
Malaysian Chinese business communi- 
ty was told teday to stop standing on the 
sidelines complaining that various Gov- 
ernment policies were inhibiting the 
growth of Chinese industrial activity 
and instead, start exploiting the numer- 


ous investment opportunities that exist. 

In making the call, Prime 
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad said: “If, after having 
—— ted in industria! ventures, you 

ind that Government policies have 

caused you to fail, then you have t- 
imate grounds for complaints, which, I 
assure you, will be given due considera- 
tion by the Government.” 

He said many Chinese businessmen 
had accepted the principle that all 
Malaysians should be allowed to share 
in the growing prosperity of the country 
and they had oat ee any actively and 
profitably in Malaysia's industrialisa- 
tion p.ogramme in line with the New 
Economic Policy. 

Datuk Dr Mahathir, who is also 
the Trade Industry Minister, was 
- ——< the 75th anniversary dinner 
of thé Selangor Chinese Chamber of 


Commerce here. 
He said the Govern- 
ment was ding 
numerous ves 
and facilities to en- 
courage the eatab- 
lishment of industrial 


besides hav- 
streamlined and 
amended relevant leg- 
islation to create a 
conducive industrial 
climate. 


Hue and cry 


“It is now up to the 
Chinese business com- 
—_ together with 
ot Malaysians 
to come forward and ex- 
piloit the many op- 

exist 
nvestment in in- 
” he said. 


in the 
implementation of in- 
dustrialisation policies 
and facilitate the collec- 
tion of industrial in- 
formation. 


Experience had shown 
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TEAM TOURS PROJECTS, ADDITIONAL LOANS CONSIDERED 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 18 Aug 79 p l 


\Article by Hardev Kaur] 


[Text | 


PLANS are in the 
pnd gr 
Bank (ADB) 


An ADB team, which 
was in Malaysia for more 
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the performance o 
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of the Bintulu port. 

The ADB is consider- 
ing a loan of about $110 
miliion for the port 
project which is esti- 
mated to cost about $660 
million when fully im- 


menied 
Mr Melichor felt that 
with the coming on 
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many other countries are 
facing. “Malaysia has 
been able to contain its 
inflation rate,” he added. 
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DESCRIPTION OF ESSO'S OIL, GAS OPERATIONS 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 29 Aug 79 p 18 


[Article by A. Kadir Jasin] 
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MALAYSIA 


RUBBER SMALLHOLDERS RELUCTANT TO ACCEPT NEW TECHNOLOGY 
Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 22 Aug 79 p 1 


[Article by Hardev Kaur] 
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NEPAL 


REFERENDUM ON PARTY SYSTEM PLANNED 


NAT LONAL 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 30 Aug 79 p 6 


lArticle by Aditya Man Shrestha in Katmandu] 
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NEW ZEALAND 


INFLATION, EMIGRATION ARE MAJOR PROBLEMS 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 20 Aug 79 p 6 


by Keith Ovenden in Wellington] 


fArticle 


ee 
* 
” 
~ 


is i ath i 
a ae t a i ht vt 
tall i ft beet: ist Bt Bid i ike igsifs Hf i 
a 3 enEe | oe pie | ite 
ei iat IE ie 


Me 332: in 25 9313 Ht 


uaa a ue 





eat 


ee Hie Rt if hie at 


that 
6 


ttt) lines TH ie HAE 
uilh ber ee til pat ee it i uf 
Hal fa el Pian Hee pana yb AE 
i afapriiipeiy Ut HET HTH ite 
be fe ie i ap Sant iff He Hi is 
ERR hia rsd 











PHILIPPINES 


STRENGTH AFTER SERIES OF REVERSALS 


MAOISTS REGAINING 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 21 Aug 79 p 17 


od 
<f 
5 


~ 


ab ei Hee HRI if 

ea hae tr fn 

i Hel a nba 

al ee iin hee a 
PEK: 


in 5% 
ee ue ce 
i r £24282892- if 
tal HE Po ul Hate Li 
I 


“looking 
headed 


at oo i. a i 
ia ie tata if 
aa ine algae il: ui 


69 





Tae z ln ne fie 
nf te Pie te ti tices 


te 





iia a ce ti 
nH : i a 

ih a Li ri thal 
se fatwa HE We i i 


i Hoe Run Hip 


PUT untHin | oes eae TE 





lig 362223! tte] hie Spgzeir a 
uff ui gealftipe st Hi Ta 
itll cat pee gat 

Piss Pre | Hs Patan 48,2334; 





70 





FUNDS NEEDED POR MAJOR PROJECTS: 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 22 Aug 79 p 20 


| Text ) 


42 20 


THE Pnhiti iat 
need US622.00 miltion to 
finance 57 major projects 
oy And years. 


said the projects in. 
cluded procesesi of 
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NEW OILFIELD POUND OFF PALAWAN ISLAND 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 24 Aug 79 p 20 
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PHILIPPINES 


BRIETS 


OIL PRICE HIKE ABSORBED--The government will absorb the 10-percent price 
increase imposed by Kuwait through che special fund financi-g facility. 
According to Energy Minister Geronimo Velasco, this means that the Kuwait 
price boost will have no immediate effect on local gasoline prices. The 
financing will be released te the state-owned Philippine National Oil Conm- 
pany, or PNOC, which buys the bulk of the country’s oil requirements. 
[Text] [Manila PNA in English 0230 GMT 11 Oct 79 Ow] 
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SINGAPORE, Aug 16 

TOSHIBA, a leading 
Japanese electronics 
manufacturer, plans 4 
massive increase in its 
investment in Sinzapore 
it is upgrading its facil. 
ties from a le plant 
rp nufacturing sets 
io a amme even- 
tually involving $50 mil 
lion for the uction of 
a wide range of elec 
tronic goods. 
The plan will feature 
an expanson of Toshiba's 
own manufacturing facil 
ities to produce radio 
equipment and semi-cor. 
ductors as well as the 
farming out of certain 
product lines to local 
companies for manufac 
ture under the Toshiba 
brand name 


Singapore has also 
been slated to act as 
Toshiba's main spare 
parts centre and wil) be 
used to distribute the 
manufactured compo 
nents of the group world. 
wide 

To meet this new func. 
tion, Toshiba Singapore 
is also setting up 4 cargo 
handling ~ompany to fa 
cilitate the —_ scale 
export of locally pro 
duced Toshiba products 


According tc man 


aging director T 
aruyama, senior ex 


PLAN EXPANSION 


calculators, radios, 
cassette recorders. 
breakers and in. 
motors. 
A Japanese company 
in Singapore has just 
awarded a $60 mil. 


roduce pocket radios. 
© date, this 


has prod uced 100,000 
units 


“ of pocket radior. 
ey A to 
the US and West Asia. 


mGustete’ meters. Ancth- 
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ESSO TO OPTIMIZE 


ot 


REFINING 


CAPACITY 


Kuala Lumpur BUSLNESS TIMES in English 20 Aug 79 p 1 


[Article by Colin Chee in Singapore] 


[Text | 


ESSO Singapore wili 
miover million in 
the mext three years 
wher i embarks on its 
third expansion pre 
gramme to bring its ! 
investment in the re- 
to more than $800 
million 
The expansion will be 
in the form of new sup- 
perting facilities and 
enerky conservation 
measures that will 
enable the company to 
fully use ite 730,000-bar- 
rela day refining capac- 


ity 

Es sos refinery is cur- 
rently operat at about 
—- cent capacity 


has not been able to 
fith the slack because of 
constraints on its sup- 
porting facilities 
“With these new in- 
vestments. we will be 
able t imise refining 
capac'y.” revealed Mr 
Terence Young, Esso's 


managing director 
The plan will include 
the construction of two 


new desulphurisation 
plants, a new berth and 
the modification of an ex 
isting ome, expansion of 
its lubricating oi! plant, 
increased storage capac 
ity and implementation 
of more energy saving 
and recovery Sa 

Mr Young, who joined 
tase Singapore in May 
after sitting on the board 
of Kaso Austratia, added 
that the investment pro 
gamme is flexitle and 


i): 4220 


that the final amount 
could be more than the 
imended sum if some 
other projects are in- 
cluded 


The two new de- 
sulphurisation plants 
will cost about mii- 
lion and will increase its 


existing capacity by five- 
fold 


Esso's eaisting sul. 
plesk vasovese up to 


day Sulph —h Pianta 
ak | ak Fd 
taking the 
tent out of fuel oil and 
other B petroleum prod. 
ucts to meet environmen. 
tal standards 
Another $§ milion wil! 
be ao on building a 
new product and the 
Ing solid. product han 
i solid an- 
ling prer to handle at the 


same time liquid prod. 
“The 


aed : will ore ts 
‘s existing five at its 
Pulau Ayer wan re 
finery. It will allow the 
company to supply 4 - 
t 
a faster rate 
because our of the five 
existing piers are de 
signed to handle liquid 
products 
The capacity of the 
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second phase of ox- 
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lian waters. He estimated 
that as much as $100 mi). 
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SKI LANKA'S President 
Junius Jayawardene., 
anxious to defuse the 
country s explosive ra 
clal conflicts, bas sel up a 
commission to in 
vestigate the grievances 
of the Tamil minority 
The decision is sern as an 
attempt to reach a nego 
tiated settlement with 
the Tamils over their de 
mands for autonomy 


bestablishment of the 
10 member presidentia! 
commission follows a 
steady growth of ter 
rorist violence in the 
nerthern area around 
Jaffna, where the Tamiis 
are in a majoriiy. A state 
of emergency has been 
feclared in Jaffna, while 
| new and severe anti 
terrorist law has been 
rushed through Par 
hament 

Mr Javawardene's 
government promised to 
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BUSINESS 
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TAMIL GRIEVANCES 


21 Aug 79 p 6 


de Silva in Colombo] 


examine Tamil griev 
ances when i swept to 
power in a landslide vic 
tory in mid-1977. Since 
then. Tamil has been re 
stored as a national lan 
guage. The government 
has also granted judicial 
and administrative inde 
pendence to the sorthern 
and castern states, where 
Tamils form a4 majority 
of the population 


In setiing the com 
mission, r Ja 
yawardene has never- 
theless avoided any spe. 
cific reference to the 
Tamils. ite terms of ref 
erence are to report on 
devolution, decentralisa 
tion and district develop 
ment counci's 


It is thought that he 
has evaded explicit refer 
ence to the Tamils be 
cause he is anxious to 
avoid giving the im 
pression to the Sinhalese 


majority om the island 
that he is yielding tc mi 
nority pressures de 
cision te set up the com. 
mission nevertheless re- 
affirms Mr Ja 
yawardene'’s determina 
tion to reach a otlated 
settiement with the sepa 
ratist Tamil Unitea Lib 
eration Front, the main 
opposition party in Par 
liament = the ruling 
party in na 

of Sri Lanka's 14.15 
million population, 1.5 
million are Tamiis 
There is a jong history of 
antagonism between 
Tamiis and Sinhalese 
The Tamil minority 
faced with what it has 
felt to be persistent neg 
lect of demands for some 
degree of autonomy, has 
resorted in recent years 
to increasingly extren:. 
political activities 

At the forefront of ter 
rorisi activity is a clan 


-m—e ff Abere 
SR1l LANAA 


Gestine group calling 
wteelf the Tamil Liber 
ation rs. This group 
is thought to be respon 
sible for bank robberie: 
and numerous politica! 
murders throughout th< 
north of Sri Lanka. Fil 
teen policemen have been 
killed while investigeting 
terrorist activity 


The commission wil/ 
be chaired by Mr Victor 
Tennekoon, a former 
chief jusiice, and has 
party nominees from the 
opposition Liberation 
Front Party and Mr Ja 
yawardene's United Na 
tional Party. The Liber. 
ation Front has chosen 
Professor A. J. Wilson as 
its nominee 


But Mrs Ban 
daranaike's Sri Lanka 
Freedom Party rejected 
the invitation to nomi 

ate a member to th: 
om mission FT 








RUBBER, TEA INDUSTRIES NEED ASSISTANCE 
Rubber Replanting Program 
Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 22 Aug 79 p 5 
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Tea Estates Operate at Loss 


Kuala Lumpur BUSINESS TIMES in English 28 Aug 79 p 5 
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THALLAND 


ECONOMIC, POLITICAL PROBLEMS REVIEWED 
Brussels SPECIAL in French 6 Sep 79 pp 60-62 
[Article by Martine Vanden Driessche: “The Real Menace”™] 


[Text] Amazing Thailand. A few days ago the Bangkok POST carried the 
headline "The War Has Begun.” Didn't the American satellites locate 250,000 
Vietnamese soldiers with ultra-sophisticated Soviet equipment massed on the 
frontier with Laos? On the Cambodian side, the Khmer Rouge troops are 
watching the Thai frontier closely, intercepting the fugitives inexorably 
driven back by the Thai army. On this eve of the Geneva Conference on 
Refugees, the Bangkok newspapers are trying to outdo each other with 

exclusive quotes from Southeast Asian nation ministers on the problem of 

the boat people. But apart from some corpses washed up by the tide from 

time to time at the feet of tourists who, the splendors of Siam notwithstanding, 
idiotically preferred to get a tan in Pattaya, there is no trace in Thailand 
of these Vietnamese refugees who have so moved the entire world. Except 

pe: aps in the photographs in the local newspapers, to illustrate a commentary 
a ‘he problem. 


But in Bangkok, a dusty shanty town in which “pollution” is a word with real 
meaning, in the pleasant gardens of comfortable houses tucked away among the 
banana trees of the “soi” safe from the dust, there is no trace of concern 
or anxiety. Thailand is tar from being in a state of alert. And the 
desperate hunger of the communist neighbors does not appear to be viewed as 
a threat. Lite flows along, as always, in the muggy summer heat, oblivious 
of the threat of war and the refugee question. 


How could they be moved as the Western world was, asks Jean Patrice de Beco, 
former attache at the French embassy in Burma and the permanent agent for 
Delta Travel in Thailand since he married a Thai six years ayo. Bangkok is 
i city of practically nothing but refugees. With five million inhabitants 
now, there were a bare few tens of thousands at the time the city was 
founded 300 years ago. The new capital was settied exclusively by waves of 


refurees. There were the Chinese, of whom the community has more than a 
million, then the Indochinese, coming in successive waves since the beginning 
of the Indochinese war, and then there are ali the Thai refugees. Those who 


tled the countryside, lured by what they thought would be an easy life in town. 





Loans at 100 Percent 


In fact, the probl-e of rural exodus is acute in Thailand. But the efforts 
undertaken by the authorities to redistribute the land have proved very 
difficult to implement. The Thai peasants, who still constitute 80 percent 
of the population (only 10 percent are workers and 10 percent government 
employees) live essentially from rice farming. Floating rice, hand-planted 
rice or rice sown broadcast--these constitute one of the assets of Thailand, 
the sixth-ranking world producer, with 15 to 20 million tons. But if rice 
planted by hand means exhausting work, forcing people to remain bent double 
while standing ankle-deep in wa.er all day long, it is much more profitable 
than rice sown broadcast. While the former provides a yield of 300 kilograms 
per “rai” (1600 square meters), the latter yields barely half that. Despite 
these relatively archaic techniques, 90 percent of the arable land is occupied 
by rice paddies. The rest is occupied by hevea plantations (Thailand is the 
third-largest world producer of rubber), lotus fields, teak forests. and 
plantations of cotton, cassava or the coconut palm of which absolutely every 
part is used, from the leaves to the fruit, including the trunk, the oil for 
medicines, the milk and the sap which yields a strange kind of sugar. 


Except that to rationalize production, modersuize his equipment or buy a 

simple tractor, the peasant must take a loan at 100 percent. And if that 

year there is too little rain, preventing the second--and vital--rice harvest, 
he will abandon his land to the usurers and depart to swell the five million 
inhabitants of Bangkok, half of whom at least ae unemployed. Bangkok, 

where the workers repair the water pipes and electrical lines at midnight, 
where the women, carrying baskets of bricks on their heads, climb ladders at 
houses under construction for an average wage of 2500 to 3000 Belgian francs 
per month. In which a waiter in a hotel earns 1500 francs a month and in 
which a two- or three-room house with a little garden but no water or 
electricity rents for 6000 to 7500 francs per month. Thus the families 

join together, and several crowd into the miniscule rooms. And the population 
grows ever greater, because at night, the people seek in a moment of terderness 
to forget that tomorrow too they will have to wage a battle to find something 
to eat. 


Mothers’ Suicide 


However, Bangkok hides its poverty proudly. Suni, 26 years old, very neat in 
her impeccable little white shirt and navy blue skirt, looks exactly like 
hundreds of young Thai women. She knows French thanks to the generosity (7) 
of a French consul who took her to Paris for two years to work as a seamstress 
in a high-feshion house there. But on her return to her country, Suni chose 
to abandon sewing and to work in a travel agency, where the tips from the 
clients added to her wage enable her to provide her small brothers and sisters 
with the 2500 quarterly school tuition, the 15 francs for the midday meal 

and the costly school books which change every year with the government whim. 
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it is nerml for grown children whe work to help their old parents and the 
vounyer children, Suni asserts. But obviously, ic is difficult for one's 
betrothed to accept this continuing situation, she adds, a note of bitterness 
in her voice. Put in the city, it is not like in the countryside, where one 
can always make a soup and find some fish. Here the men are often tempted 

to linger late in the evening, not to work, to go and talk with friends. 
Sometimes then their wives, whose wages are not enough, do away with the 
children and then kill themselves. 


Or they leave, like this taxi driver's wife, tired of seeing her husband 

come home in the wee small hours. But for him, it is a vital matter too. 

For it is more profitable for him to wait outside restaurants for clients he 
has brought there rather than to return to the stand and wait with 10 others 
for a possible more remunerative fare. And then, invariably, he suggests 
taking them to Patpong, one of the meccas of pleasure in Southeast Asia where 
he will earn a commission from one of the gaming houses or the 14-year-old 
girls softly pleading for 15 francs from the well-endowed tourist who has 
just admired her performance “to be able to go home in a taxi tonight.” 


The Prosperous Chinese 


fhe wife of the taxi driver did not leave him for another man. But 
emancipated from birth like all Thai women, she will assume full responsibility 
for the education °° the children, fishing for worms (very profitable, since 
the Japanese buy them at 150 francs per liter) in the “klongs,” bent over 

in the mud for whole days, or she will sell garlands of orchids and jasmine 
fer five francs each. People buy them to keep bad luck away from their homes 
and hang them from the rear-view mirrors in vehicles to preven: accidents. 

Or she may sell fruit, sugar cane syrup or soup from a small pushcart. There 
is no question of a different business: despite the inevitable mixing of the 
opulation, trade remains 90 percent the purview of the one million Chinese 
living in Bangkok. And they, behind the cloak of poverty (little homes 
crowded along the edge of the evil-smelling klongs) are sometimes among the 
wealthiest. Like the 34-year-old Chinese who has just paid cash for the 
Hotel Impala, a tourist class establishment with a swimming pool, air con- 
ditioning, bathroom adjoining each room, and whe drives a Peugeot 504. For 

a European car is a sign of wealth. While Japanese cars, which represent 

49 percent of the overail fleet including automobiles, trucks and various 
transport vehicles, cost on an average between 60,000 and 100,000 francs, 

the few Peugeots and BMWs cost a mere 350,000 francs. Equipped with air 
conditioning and window glass so smoky one cannot identify the occupants, 
they mark their owner. For in Bangkok, not everyone is poor! "The rich 

get richer and the poor get poorer’--that could be the basic principle of 

1 regime which has no match anywhere else in the world. And the Chinese are 
without a doubt among the richest. “Because a Thai who earns 100 bahts a 

day will spend 90 on his family, while a Chinese will only spend 10 percent, 
ind then 10 percent the next day and so on,” Suni explains proudly. 
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Corrustion and Abuse of Power 


This is not the least paradox in this Thailand, the only country in 
Southeast Asia which has always jealously defended its independence, and 
which has also readily surrendered the reins of this government to 
foreigners. 


"Despite their wealth, these Chinese feel solidarity for their brothers in 
China," comments Jean Patrice de Beco. “Just as the Thais feel solidarity 
with the other peoples of the Southeast. The purely intellectual discussion 
about whether communism would or would not help the people is on the level 
of those concerns which do not develop among those who have to wage a 

battle for something to eat.” 


Moreover, to judge from the way in which the majority of the inhabitants of 
Bangkok live, there is little concern with politics. In the most recent 
elections last April barely 20 percent of the voters in Bangkok went to the 
polls. And communist subversion, if indeed it is detected in 42 of the 72 
Thai provinces, affects barely 10 percent of the population. The military 
dictatorship of General Kriangsak, the present head of the government, has 
great difficulty ‘" making its weight felt as it would like in a country in 
which the civil state barely exists, where lodging is more or less a matter 
of luck, and in a city whose growth in three centuries has had no equal in 
the world. Indeed corruption and abuses of power are raging in Bangkok, 
but they are so much an integral part of the system that no one is surprised, 
except perhaps for a few naive businessmen lacking in opportunism and the 
diplomats imbued with Christian morality. 


Respect tor Tradition 


As to the king, Bhumibol, he inevitably makes one think of Hassan II of 
Morocco. Except that in Thailand, he does not govern. But as in Morocco, 
the king commands respect in all strata of the population and there is not 
a public building, a hotel, a house hidden away in the “soi,” or a wooden 
shack in the “klongs,” not a shop, even if it is Chinese, which does not 
have alongside the family photographs the inevitable little altar with its 
ancestors’ ashes, incense and orchids, an official photograph, its colors 
tading, of the sovereign and his wife. If he does not participate much in 
politics, he does on the other hand have a definite religious aura. It is 
he who, each season, replaces the sarong of the emerald Buddha, the most 
revered in Thailand since it was recovered with difficulty from the Lao. 
And visits to the Grand Palace allow only a glimpse of a part of the fabulous 
crown jewels, which not a single citizen of Thailand would dare challenge. 


This is one of the reasons why communist propaganda has little success, a 
European businessman comments, referring to the respect for royalty and the 
profound roots of the traditional values in the rural population. 








Communism, moreover, woulc not change much in the lite ol the Thai peopie, 
lean Patrice de Beco acds. It is not a question ol! whether it would be 
better or worse. What seemed evident to me, in any case, is that Vietnan 
will hesitate a long time before invading Thailand. Not because it fears 
Chinese reprisais, as it is represented to the Western world, but because 
Thailand represents a large venture and it already has difficulty enough 
with the countries it has brought under its thumb. I think that the USSR, 
which remote-controls Vietnam, simply wanted to be sure of a good buifer 
against China and that Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos appeared to suffice. The 
real danger for Thailand is to be found elsewhere--on the level of its 


eC OTMYTY . 


in the view of Jean Patrice de Beco, like other experts in Southeast Asian 
affairs, the recent price increases on oil made by the OPEC are a dramatic 
factor. In mid-July, as a first consequence of the June increase, the price 
of gasoline went up. But in this country, regular gasoline went up 50 
percent, while high-test showed an increase of only 30 percent. The rich 

got richer and the poor got poorer. And when we realize that the words 
‘treetcar and subway are lacking in this vocabulary, that the shipping of 
every possible and imaginable kind of supply is done by truck, to the point 
that in order to relieve a capital city in which pollution has reached 
grandiose dimensions and the traffic in passenger cars, motorcycles, buses 
and “samlos” is indescribable, truck access to the town is prohibited between 
noon and 1700 hours, one can readily imagine the problems such an increase 
can cause. For some people, whose livelihood is Cransportation, the situation 
is catastrophic. But not for them alone. For all those who want to rescue 
Thailand from an underdeveloped situation by providing it with basic industries 
other than the processing of tin. 


tors to Consider 


A Japanese couple in their 30s are dining in the most elegant seafood 
restaurant in Bangkok. They speak impeccable English, and sport elegant 
Seiko watches and Dupont lighters. Madame is wearing a French designer 
gown and they are entertaining two Americans with all the courtesy due 
illustrious foreign guests. The Japanese speak of “his"™ factory and hopes 
the Americans will have an agreeable stay in Thailand. But he comes from 
faiwan: there are many like him in Southeast Asia. His wife moreover is 
isibly accustomed to these so-called friendly dinners, obligatory intervals 
in the business in which one does not give gifts. She chats gaily about her 
children, sent home for the holidays, and exclaims over the jasmine garland 
i thoughtful hostess has just given her. In any case, the Americans and 
japanese have no difficulty getting along, as their respective presidents 


did at the recent summit meeting in Tokyo. But did they think for a moment 
of the countries in the process of deve lopment which, more or less everywhere 
in the world, wil zive way a little more under the weight of more and more 


’ ’ 


hi 








In fact these foreign investors, the Japanese and Americans, basically, know 
that they will profit substantially from the situation. The increase in the 
balance of payments deficit caused by the new increase will by the same 

token increase the dependence of Thailand, above all om Japan, which supplies 
almost all its finished products, since Thai industry is practically iimited 
to the processing of local raw materials. And these same foreign businessmen, 
who deplore the level of corruption in harsh terms, know very well that they 
are playing the game of the ruling oligarchy by agreeing to be their strav- 
men or more simply by accepting their rules. Here lies the true danger for 
Thailand--this economic future entirely dependent on the Japanese, the social 
malaise caused by the rural exodus, and the fact that the hela of government 
is exclusively in the hands of certain pillars of the regime and foreignes's. 


Thus within the context of a country which has taken the full force of the 
shock of Western cuiture without abandoning a profound Buddhist tradition, 
in a country in which for nine-tenths of the population the main concern is 
* wething to eat, in this country which for 20 years has been inexorably 
inundated by waves of refugees, and in which no one outside the Japanese 
investors seems to be able to change anything, one wonders in fact what 
difference can be made by the decision of a European country to accept 
>,000 instead of 3,000 of these thousands of boat people who land every day 
in a place where they thought the time and the means to take care of them 
would be available. 
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THAILAND 


BRIEFS 


POREIGN FUNDS FOR GAS PROJECT--To meet public expec.ation that natural 

gas townd in the Gulf of Thailand can be put to actual use as planned 

by 1981, the Petroleum Authority of Thailand will borrow funds from 

several sourc..s for development and expansion. The Petroleum Authority's 
governor, Dr Thongchat Hongladarom, will leave Bangkok by the end of this 

mont’) to negotiate a number of loans from the United States and Japan. 
Bangkok Domestic Service in English 0000 GuT 25 Sep “9 BK] 


FIGHTING ACROSS KAMPUCHEAN BORDER--Fierce fighting broke owt inside 
Kampuchea last Friday night when about 200 guerrillas of the ousted Pol 
Pot regime launched an attack against Vietnamese troops in Nimit about 


kilometres from Poipet Informed military sources said the guerrillas, 
irmed only with automatic rifles and fr *t-propelied grenades, engaged 
in a 44-hour battle with the Viemamese troops before retreating to their 
jungle stronghold under <)e pressure of Vietnamese tanks. The Kimer Rouge 
guerril.as claimed yesterday they captured a Vietnamese official who told 
them hie country waate to seize all of Indochina as 4 springboard for 
further expansion. Meanwhile. in Ban Non Mak “Mun of Ta Phraya District, 
» Kiemer Seri geverrill fficer yesterday claimed their forces had killed 
ibout 20 Vietnamese tr ws and seized seven AK-47 rifles in an attack 
aturday |29 Septembre r| morning against a Vietnam se garrison at Ban Yang. 
ext [Rangko!. POSS in English 1 Oct 79 p 1 BKI 
RUBBER EXPORTS-<-Thalland's exports of natural rubber during January-July 
totaled 317,485 tense, worth more than /,16€ million baht, which was an 
increase of more chan 1} percent in volume and 51 percent in value over 
t he rrespondir ¢ eriod last veart, the Bank of Thailard said on 
19 September cording to the Cogmittee om Foreign Trade Statistics, 
it te estimated that a total of 300,000 tone of natural rubber will be 
exported thie year and will bring in a tetal of 11,390 @iliton baht in 
reis exchange. [Bangkok POST in English 20 Sep 79 p 18 BK} 











DROUGHT DAMAGE--According to Deputy Minister of Agriculture Wong Phonnikon, 
about 3.1 million rai of farmland in the north, 2.4 million rai in the 
central region, 4.1 million rai in the northeast, 0.6 million rai in the 
east and 0.5 million rai in the west have been affected by delayed rainfall 
this year. About 2 million rai of the total farming area will be damaged. 
Farmland in the south has; not been damaged. [Bangkok Domestic Service in 
Thai 0000 GMT 18 Sep ’93 '4K] 


INSURGENCY SITUATLON--Phayo Provincial Governor Sanya Palawatwichai told 
SIAM RAT that the insurgeucy situation in the north still is a cause for 
concern, particularly in Phyao, Chiang Rai and Nan, where communist activ- 
ities have existed since 1949. The governor said the communist terrorists 
have a stronghold on Pha Chi Mountain, which lies in Pong District of 
Phayao and in Chiang Muang District of Nan. Intelligence confirms that 
the stronghold is the headquarters of the Communist Party of Thailand 
northern branch, which is led by Mit Samanan (Charden Wan-ngam), Wirat 
Anbkhathawon and Phayom Chulanor.,, and including a company totalling about 
800 communist terrorists. The Phayao governor reported that the communist 
terrorist activities consist mainly of obstructing construction of the 
strategic road between Thoeng and Chiang Khong districts, which has resulted 
in the deaths of many officials. The governor expressed concern over 
expected infiltration of Thai communist terrorists from Laos as a result 
of the Lao government's promise to push them back to Thailand. [Text] 
{Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 28 Aug 79 pp 1, 12 BK] 
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